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President's Message 

By: Brett Harrison 
 

As we move past a rainy spring and step into what a lot of us consider the dive season, I want to reflect on how 

great it is to have new members join and dive with the club. I have seen so many new members show up for the 

Sunday dives and actually go in the water with the club. If you see a new member on a dive, introduce yourself 

and say hello, and maybe take a moment and a trip down memory lane to when you first dove with the club. I 

hope to see all of you on a dive soon! As always, please email President@NorthShoreFrogmen.com with any 

ideas, questions or even just to say hello! 

 

Diver and Member of the Quarter 

By: Brett Harrison 
 

ASHER KURTZMAN  - Normally I like to pick a person for each category, but Asher has embodied both 

categories this quarter. Asher not only dove with the club the most this quarter, but despite being a new 

member, generated his first boat dive and with club members! This passion for the water has earned him 

Member and Diver of the quarter . 

 

 

  

Welcome to our Newest 

Members!! 

 
¶ Jason McCarthy (5/24) 

¶ Deborah Fraize (5/24) 

¶ Edward Kalman (5/24) 

¶ Z Jack Hinz (5/24) 

¶ Jane Howard (5/24) 

¶ Robert Giannino (6/24) 

¶ Britta Magnuson (6/24) 

¶ Maura Keane (7/24) 

¶ Brenda Flaherty (7/24) 

 

 

 

  

Brett came across this treasure in a dive shop in 

Florida!  
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Froggies Have Been Busyé 
 

April 14, 2024 ï Customer Appreciation Night at Onion Town Grill  
  

We will miss you OTG (and Lisa and the pizza)! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 18, 2024 - First Day in our New Digs ï I talian Community Center 
 

Thank you ICC for allowing the Froggies to meet here! 

 

 

 

NEW NSF Meeting Location! 

 

Italian Community Center 

(ICC)  

302 Rantoul St., Beverly 

(Parking in Rear on Park Street) 
 

Bring your own dinner 

 



  

 

Gotta Be Present To Win the 

Dollar Drawing!  

(I learned the hard way.) 



May 5, 2024 - Cinco de Mayo Club Supported Dive & Dinner at Los Amigos 
 

ñLet me just say that sometimes shore support makes the dive, not just easier, but more fun and we had 

phenomenal shore support at Folly Cove,ò exclaimed Brett, ñand my isnôt that a good-looking group of men in 

black?!ò (Look closely.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 14, 2024 - Night Dive at Old Garden  

The days are getting longer and 

the weather is getting warmer, 

what a good time to have a night 

dive! Thanks to Asher and Jason 

for taking the twilight plunge! 

  



May 16, 2024 - Club Dinner at Hot Pots 

 

 

 

 

 

May 23, 2024 - Ellen Talks About Lessons Learned 
 

Ellen Garvey gave an excellent presentation on topics that ranged from: best practices on long flights; getting 

medical care in remote locations, D.A.N., and being prepared for the worst. The talk was accessible in person 

and remotely. 

  



May 25, 2024 ï Nubble Light Dive 
 

It was an awesome day for a Saturday Nubble dive! The sun was out, the water was clear, and the divers were 

eager. Good job Asher, Kory, Brett, and Matt (and Mattôs roommate Noah)! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 28, 2024 ï Night Dive 
 

Thanks, Asher, for planning a night dive for us on The Dang Boat! 

 

 

  

NSF Scuba divers or 

Chippendales? 



June 8, 2024 - Beach Clean-up 
 

It was great to see three different SCUBA clubs get together to volunteer and help the community. Members 

from the North Shore Frogmen, MetroWest, and iDive New England gathered in Gloucester for a clean-up at 

Niles beach.  

 

Pictured are: 

Maura Keane (North Shore Frogmen/Metro West/iDive New England) 

Ferdinand Vesely (MetroWest) 

Maria Lockhart (MetroWest) 

Brett Harrison (North Shore Frogmen, President) 

Jack Sargent (MetroWest President) 

Joseph Lockhart (MetroWest) 

Alexine Raineri (North Shore Frogmen/MetroWest) 

Mary Howard (North Shore Frogmen) 

Asher Kurtzman (North Shore Frogmen)  
 

June 11, 2024 ï Scallop Dive with Matt and Asher 
 



June 13, 2024 ï Philippines Presentation 
 

Bill, Mary, Ray, and Finn gave an excellent presentation on their two week dive excursion to the Philippines.  

 

 



  

Last call! 



June 15, 2024 ï Kayaking on the Ipswich River 
 

Pete, Fin, Dylan, Miles, Matt, Kaleigh (Mattôs wife), Vange, and Vin enjoyed a spectacular day of kayaking! The 

water was a bit low but it was a great trip. Thank you, Bill for planning this much-loved event! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
   
   



 

   
   
  



June 29, 2024 ï Belaying and Rappelling in Gloucester 
 

A belayer is a person who controls the safety rope for a climber. Rappelling is the act of descending a vertical 

surface with a doubled rope coiled around the body and fixed at a higher point. Thank you, Bill and Brett for 

belaying Vange and Peter, newcomers to the sport, down the rock. They were in excellent hands! All had a 

TERRIFIC time, including spectators Vinny and Linda, and Dawn who joined them for lunch at Lobsta Land! 

Good luck Linda on your upcoming move to upstate New York! 
  

  



 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

ñCute Frogò 

submitted by Susan  

Year Round Diver 

Challenge 
Donôt forget to email Vange at 

vangiemassagain@yahoo.com 

to officially log in your 

summer dive 
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June 30, 2024 - Navigation Refresher Led by Ray 
 
Vinny, Dylan, Brett, & Tim participate in a navigation skills hosted by Ray at Cressy Beach. Thanks for the 

great photos, Fin! 

 

 

 

 

 

  



RIP Fred Paget 
Obituary shared by Dawn Denneler 

Longtime Mill Valley resident Fred Paget died Sept. 29 at age 100 at the VAôs 

San Francisco residential hospice. Fred, a retired electrical engineer for GTE-

Sylvania in Salem, Mass., had about as many varied interests as he had patents 

on electrical devices. ñHe was so talented in so many arenas,ò said his sister, Beth 

Combs. He had been a creative and prolific ceramic artist; an expert cultivator of 

the lesser-known orchids called catasetum; a grower of rare fruits with specialized 

expertise in grafting fruit trees; a skilled gardener; a scuba diver; a motorcycle 

enthusiast; a fisherman and lobster trapper; and an all-around master craftsman 

and avid maker. He was an enthusiastic early adopter of home computing, his 

stepdaughter Marjorie Grannan said. Fred was preceded in death by the woman 

he called ñthe love of my lifeò his wife of nearly 50 years, teacher and Mill Valley 

community activist Nan Paget, who died in December 2022 at age 95. Fred was 

born in Honolulu on June 24,1923, the son of Nellie Boothby Paget and Alfred 

Paget, an engineer for the Commercial Pacific Cable Co. who died in 1927. The 

family lived in Hawaii and on Midway Atoll before moving to the Bay Area when Alfred became ill. Fred was 4 and sister 

Beth was a few months old when their father died, leaving Nellie to raise her children as a single mother. A former World War 

I Army nurse, Nellie became a successful real estate agent on the San Francisco Peninsula. Fred spoke of his pride in his 

motherôs sturdy determination. ñMother taught us to be self-reliant,ò Beth Combs said. After graduating from Sequoia High 

School in Redwood City in 1940, Fred enrolled at San Jose State but then World War II broke out. Fred was somewhat hearing-

impaired from an explosion involving a teenage home chemistry experiment, so the military wouldnôt accept him. Instead, he 

joined the Merchant Marine and served as chief electrician on commercial ships conveying supplies and munitions to the 

Atlantic, Pacific and Mediterranean war zones. He enrolled at Stanford University after the war, though he continued to ship 

out on merchant vessels until the early 1950s, and also as electrical engineer on the cruise ship Lurline. At Stanford, he met 

fellow student Nancy (Nan) Wright and they dated, but broke up. In 1952, Fred married artist Barbara Sanford and they had a 

son, James Paget. They lived on the Peninsula for several years before Fred followed his career to Massachusetts. He and 

Barbara were divorced in 1971. Meanwhile, his college sweetheart Nan had married and lived in Mill Valley with her first 

husband and their two daughters, Marjorie and Caroline. Nanôs husband died in 1970, and her annual Christmas letter informed 

friends, including the Pagets, of the death. After Fredôs divorce, he reached out to Nan and they reconnected over their college 

memories and shared love of New Orleans jazz. They were married on Fredôs 50th birthday, June 24, 1973. Fred had built a 

rustic prefab house in coastal Rockport, Mass. Nan moved there to join her new husband, keeping her Mill house, and became 

a teacher in Rockport. Fred and Nan both retired in 1986 and moved back to Mill Valley, bringing a trailer load of orchids. 

Before and after retirement, they traveled extensively to Asia, South and Central America, and Europe, and on dive trips to the 

Caribbean. The last trip Fred made was with son James in 2017 at age 94 a drive to Wyoming to view the solar eclipse. Fred 

built a large greenhouse in the Mill Valley backyard for his orchids, which he cultivated under the name Circle Orchids. He 

was a member and past president of the San Francisco Orchid Society and Marin Orchid Society. His ceramics operation, Twin 

Dragon Studio, filled a workshop and more of the backyard. There was still room for his rare fruit growing, tree grafting and 

general gardening. Indoors, he read sci-fi and played computer games avidly. Fred would have qualified for VA status after 

1988, when Congress determined that certain Merchant Mariners who served in World 

War II were war veterans despite not being military service members. But he didnôt 

apply until 2023, when stepdaughter Caroline Grannan helped him receive official 

recognition of his service. His notification that he was qualified for VA care and 

benefits arrived the day before his 100th birthday. He was pleased and proud when 

the mail brought a Congressional Gold Medal and ribbons and medals awarded 

for his service in the European, Mediterranean and Pacific war zones. In their last 

years, stepdaughter Marjorie lived with Fred and Nan in their Mill Valley home, 

providing loving care for both along with caregiver Nathan Batidravu and his 

team. The family thanks the staffs of the VA Community Living Center and By 

the Bay Health for devoted hospice care. Fred is survived by son James Paget of 

Anaheim; sister Beth Combs of Redding; stepdaughters Marjorie Grannan of Mill 

Valley and Caroline Grannan of San Francisco; Carolineôs husband, Steve 

Rubenstein; granddaughter Anna Rubenstein of Chicago; grandchild Will and his 

partner, Greta, and great-grandchild Alex; nephew Brad Rust of Redding and his 

spouse, Teresa Rust; several great-nieces and nephews; and a great-great niece. 

Donations in Fredôs memory are requested to Meals on Wheels, www.mowsf.org. 

http://www.mowsf.org/


Guess Who?! 
 

Guess who took her first  scuba lesson?! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Guess what father son duo made the news?! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


