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Message from the

President

Jim D'Urso

President’s Message!

“It is the mark of an educated mind to be able to entertain a

thought without accepting it.” Aristotle!



Hi Froggies,

Want to thank Dodie for hosting another New years Day post dive party;

good food, chowder, wine, gracious host, warm jacuzzi and great friends.

Dodie is my choice for Member of the Month.

We also had an excellent presentation from the Garveys, on the Solomon

Islands. What a pleasure to watch some excellent still photos come to life

with their combination of photos and movies. Mike and Ellen are my

choice for Divers of the Month.

Looking ahead we will have a special presentation, DCS Update, from

DAN expert Dr. Peter Buzzacott. Hope many will attend this meeting

scheduled for March 9th 8pm at PCYC. We will be discussing undeserved

hits especially in the over age 55 group but information will be important to

all divers. I will be present to answer questions on my accident and have

invited another seasoned diver about my age who had a similar accident

around the same time but in warm water and underwent 27 chamber

treatments. Hopefully advice from this presentation may make us more

precautions divers in the future and prevent significant injuries.

Stay safe, keep diving my friends,

Jim D’Urso, President NSF

Upcoming Events



Calendar view and details on website here

Sunday Dives - Dive with a buddy!
Meet every Sunday at 8:30 AM at Burger King on Rte 128 in Beverly;

depart for dive site at 9.  

Meetings:
Usually Thursdays at

Palmer’s Cove Yacht Club

74 Leavitt Street

Salem, MA 0197

Thursday, February 16th: Andy Martinez discussing digital version

of his N. E. ID book

Thursday, February 23rd: Photo Society meeting at USD, Social at

PCYC

Thursday, March 2nd: Regular meeting

Saturday, March 4th: Danvers Port show from 10am - 1 pm

Thursday, March 9th: DAN physician presenting on DCS

Saturday, March 11th: Sea Rovers

Sunday, March 12th: Sea Rovers

Meetings start at 8PM; Social gathering at 7:30.  Most of the "business" is

accomplished at the first meeting of the month.  The last Thursday of the

month has no meeting - purely a social gathering (with dive talk, of

course).

NOTE:  The last Thursday of the month is a meeting of the Photo Society

at Undersea Divers.  We have a number of NSF photographers and



videographers member



Avoid the Chamber!  Do Not Miss This Presentation!!

Speaker: Dr Peter Buzzacott, MPH,PHD, from Divers Alert Network, is expert

on  accident review and safety; tech ,trimix,and cave diver. Decompression

Update with advice on prevention tactics for the over 55 year old diver. Victim: 



Dr Jim D’Urso, President of NSF will be present to answer questions regarding

his recent accident and subsequent treatment.

North Shore Frogmen, Palmer Cove Yacht Club

Thursday March 9th at 8pm

74 Leavitt Street, Salem, Mass.

Social at 7:30 pm, open to public, refreshments

Bay State Council of Divers
Information



BAY STATE COUNCIL of DIVERS

c/o South Shore Neptunes

PO Box 690518

Quincy, MA 02269-0518

www.baystatecouncil.org

January 15, 2017

Dear Divers and Water Sports Enthusiasts

The Bay State Council of Divers and the Massachusetts diving community are greatly

concerned about the continuing loss of public parking in coastal communities making

shore access difficult or impossible for diving. Most communities restrict parking access

to residents-only and this prevents other citizens from using the public beaches and

rights of way in these communities.

We believe this issue concerns many other water sports and recreational activities and

we are seeking your input and support to remedy this situation. To this end we are

hosting a meeting for representatives of interested parties at the Boston Sea Rovers

Show on Sunday afternoon March 12, 2017 at the Doubletree Hotel North Shore in

Danvers MA.

We hope that by coordinating our efforts across user groups, we can reverse this

situation and get greater access to our shores for all citizens to freely enjoy. Please

respond by contacting the Bay State Council of Divers if you have questions.

Sincerely

Angelo Correnti, President



Bay State Council of Divers

EDUCATION SECTION

On Saturday, February 11th, we had 9 people visit the Harvard Museum of

Natural History (8 members and one friend) to view the glass flower collection. 

Everyone was suitably impressed!  The glass flowers display is only one of the

exhibits in the museum.  There are many more ranging from minerals,

meteorites, New England forests, fossils, dinosaurs, marine life - to name only

a few.  We also had a great late lunch at the Border Café.

Everyone was up for a return visit and we will plan another trip in a month or

two.  There are many other restaurants in Harvard Square.  Hopefully, the

weather will be better for the next visit.

Harvard University Herbaria - The Ware Collection of Blaschka Glass Models of

Plants....or more commonly called the Glass Flowers.  If you have never seen

these specimens, you will be amazed!  These models are extremely detailed

replicas of real plants.  They were commissioned in 1886 by the first director of

Harvard's Botanical Museum.  The models were made by a father and son

team, Leopold and Rudolf Blaschka,  from 1887-1936.  The collection is

comprised of approximately 4300 specimens.  See Harvard's website for more



detail.

The images below are made of glass.  Photography is allowed without flash.



Northeastern Marine Science Center Lectures

Murphy Bunker, 430 Nahant Road, Nahant, MA 01908

Pursuing Sustainability a long Crowded Coastlines

Tuesday, February 21st at 7 pm

How Do You Like Your Carbon?  I’ll Take Mine Blue.

Tuesday, March 21st at 7 pm

Salem Sound Coastwatch

MantaRay – Advancing Research on Marine Debris

Ethan Edson, research technician



Abbot Public Library, 235 Pleasant St, Marblehead, MA                 

Wednesday, February 22ndth, 7-8:30 pm

Salem Sound Coastwatch has many other activities listed on its website: 

www.salemsound.org

New England Aquarium – IMAX Films

Galapagos 3D: Natures Wonderland

Great White Shark 3D

Humpback Whales 3D

Museum of Science IMAX Films

Extreme Weather

Dolphins

National Parks Adventure

Member's Corner

DIVERS OF THE MONTH
Ellen and Mike Garvey

Ellen and Mike have been selected jointly as Divers of the Month for January

for their excellent presentation on the Solomon Island marine life shown to us

in both video and photos.  The collection of these images, of course, required

them to dive.



MEMBER OF THE MONTH

Dodie Carvalho
Dodie is member of the month for

once again hosting a great New

Years Day Party.  She and Ron

provided great chowder, a hot

Jacuzzi, and most of all...great

company.

.

ORGANIZED BY SUSAN COPELAS

Come join us in celebrating the first Annual Women Diver’s Day July 15 at 8:00

AM to 12:00 PM at Stage Fort Park in Gloucester MA. This is a great

opportunity to dive with other likeminded women who love blowing bubbles,

are passionate about the ocean and conservation.

Entrance fee is $15 (includes free T-Shirt)

Free BBQ, doors prizes, raffles, & boutique shopping

All proceeds go to the Women Divers Hall of Fame Scholarship Program

(wdhof.org).  Each year WDHOF awards scholarships & training grants that

provide financial & educational support to individuals of all ages, particular



those who are preparing for professional career in diving.

Our focus of this event is to embrace women divers & support the next

generation of divers through the scholarship program, conservation efforts &

public awareness.

                                        PADI, NAUI, D.A.N.,

Women Divers Hall of Fame, Dive the World

Adventures, Undersea Divers, Discover Diving,

Aquatic Escapes,  North East Scuba, Northshore

Frogmen, MetroWest Dive Club, Finatics Dive Club,

Slip Ins, Scuba Girls, Stream2Sea, Eezy Cut, Glassy

Lady

If you have any questions about this event contact Susan Copelas (c)

617-416-1658  celebratingwomendivers@gmail.com

Fun stuff we did last month

Club members were involved in a variety of activities in January...and earlier in

February.

A few Froggies assisted Susan at the Lawrence YMCA pool.  She is having us

help produce photos and videos for training future divers.  While it was cold

and windy outside, the pool was warm - in the 80s - and clear.  However, there



was no marine life.  We went out for a great lunch after.

Meeting Summaries
Mary Howard, Secretary

Mary, welcome back to a position you have

occupied in the past.  Thank you for stepping

up once again.  You do so much for the NSF

and the diving community!



NSF Minutes - 1/5/2017 - 8:12PM to 9:17PM

15 Members including, 3 current officers (total 18?)

Meeting run by VP Bill Werner

No secretary’s report

Treasurer’s report from Adam (2016 treasurer):

Dues are due for 2017.

Adam will meet Saturday with Jim Barbara (2017 treasurer) to review

systems, budget overview, Mailchimp

Adam will put a 2016 summary together, noting special events: show,

picnic, banquet

New officers should go to TD Bank to complete signature cards

Still need to send $$ for Sea Rovers booth

Membership:  John Ferrier offered to continue in that role

Program Committee:  Should get a committee together, have a chairperson

Air Bubbles:  Bill Werner will continue to do AB with Linda D’Urso’s assistance

IT Committee: 

The calendar issue is fixed for 2017; you can now see two years.

Need to update the website with new email addresses for BOD.  Daryl

can fix these.

Correspondence:  Mary saw Roslyn on Monday.  She is home post surgery

and doing better.



Old Business:

Susan got approved for a permit for the Women Divers date in July at

Stage Fort Park in Gloucester; Cressi Beach.  She had to answer a lot of

questions.  Harbormaster will be in the water nearby with a boat.  Save

the date, 7/15/17, 8AM to noon; NSF committed to providing a picnic for

the event, up to $200.

New Business:

BOD:  Currently six members (Jim D, Bill, John F, Ray, Jim B, Mary). 

Can consider adding a couple more people.

Basically Program:

Vermont weekend at Annette’s:  July 28 through August 1

Planning meeting on Sat 1/14/17 at Jim D’s, 12-4PM

Consider:

Sea Rovers show is March 11-12

Easter Egg Dive / Party

Float Cleaning usually held in April – who is new commodore

at PCYC? – Vinny will work with John Sears.

Presentations:

Tony is interested in getting State Recovery Team or Salem Dive

Team to speak soon; will get one of these to come for April

1/12 – Ellen & Mike Garvey on Solomon Islands

Feb – Andy Martinez – date tbd

Madeira presentation

Dominica – Bill and Susan?



Faith before Sea Rovers?

Andrea Dec, Ambon?

Danversport Marina is having their events again this year, on 3/4/17 and

4/1/17, 10AM-1PM.  Jim would like to have a booth there again.

General Discussion: 

Reminder: Renew your lobster licenses!

Susan had a story about someone trying to sell a bunch of short

lobsters, cheap.

Dive Talk:

Susan has a group of water divers and plans to film them in the pool at

Gordon College on 1/29 between 2-4PM.  She could use some more assisters,

and also some photographers.  Let her know if you would like to help.

New Year’s Day dive:  Graham, Jack, Daryl and Jim B dove at final location of

Back Beach.  Conditions not so great anywhere else, but good there.  Viz

25-30ft, 39°F, 45 min to 32 ft.  Saw crabs “and things”; it was a thoroughly

enjoyable dive.

Presentation:  John F made a presentation of the President’s plaque to Jim

D’Urso for 2016.

Prizes:

            $ box:  Jack Munro

            Bug Bag:  John Ferrier

NSF Minutes - 1/12/2017 - 8:07PM to PM



21 Members including, 3 current officers, Guests 3

Abbreviated meeting for presentation by Ellen and Mike Garvey.

Treasurer: Dues are due!

1/14 – planning meeting at Jim D’s

1/18 – BSC meeting 7:30PM in Quincy

1/26 – Undersea Photo Society – Andrea Dec, Ambon;

2/16 – Andrew Martinez – Marine Life of the North Atlantic, 5th edition

Danversport Marina – first Saturdays of March and April

March 11-12 – Sea Rovers

Joe Sommers, application completed.  Diving 20 years, lives in Boxford, works

in Boston.  Motion made to accept him as newest member, seconded and

passed.

Photo Society – membership discount, $10 off membership of either or both

and NSF membership when joining, renewing any other.  Ray moved the ditto

from last year.  Membership voted to continue that for 2017.

Shirts: still have large, XL and a few mediums.

Future presentations – physician from DAN is a possible for March 9.

Faith can do a presentation on Cuba on March 9.



Susan has a group of 16 going to the Dive Locker tomorrow if anyone

interested in joining.

Filming of Adventure Scuba at Lawrence Y pool.  Jan 29.  Let Susan know if

you are interested in helping/participating.

Prizes:

            $ box: 

            Mystery prize:  Bill Werner

            Bug Bag:  Candy Martinez

NSF Minutes - 1/19/2017 - 8:15 PM to 9:13 PM

Attendance: 13 Members including, 2 current officers

Secretary’s report for past three weeks read and approved.

Treasurer (not present): Dues are due!

VP – John Ferrier sat in for Bill Werner who was away

Program Events:

1/25 – At Abbott Library – Salem Sound presentation –

1/26 – Undersea Photo Society

2/2 – regular meeting

2/9 – regular meeting

2/11 – Harvard glass museum – glass flowers

2/16 – Andy Martinez, presentation on the 5th edition of his book Marine Life of



the North Atlantic

2/23 – Undersea Photo Society

3/4 – Danversport:  NSF booth

3/9 – DAN expert Peter Buzzacott to discuss decompression illness, esp for

the diver over 55

3/11-12 – Sea Rovers, we’ll have a booth

Faith may give her Cuba presentation in May.

Old Business:

Planning committee: only six people showed up.  We scheduled a lot of

events.  (See above for a partial list.)

Board of Directors issue:  We have 6 board members at this time.  President

Jim would like to nominate Daryl to be 7th member.  Vinny made the motion,

seconded by Linda.  Unanimous!!  Let Jim know if anyone else is interested in

being on the board.

We believe Jim Barbara now has the key to the NSF mailbox.

New Business:

Vinny was talking to the PCYC Commodore.  In 2018 PCYC is planning to pull

out all the docks so they can dredge, so there’s no point in float cleaning this

year.  The Commodore says the Army Corp of Engineers needs PCYC to get

samples of the “dirt” before they will be allowed to do the dredging, and it

needs to be done within next 6 weeks.  Will the dive club be willing to assist in

pulling up 50 gallons of “dirt” for samples?  Will need “key” winter divers to

help.

Vinny also met with the Vice Commodore; he is trying to get more info on

diving for PCYC members.  Maybe we can do a presentation for them with



Undersea Divers.

MetroWest banquet is February 4 in Framingham.

SSN banquet January 28

Annette sent a letter to some Froggies asking for support for the Connecticut

River Watershed Council.  John Ferrier brought his copy of her letter to the

meeting.  Does the Club want to participate, send money?  Vinny made a

motion we make a club donation of $100 to Connecticut River Watershed

Council, Inc.  Seconded by John Pelosi.  Passed.

General Discussion:

Happy Birthday Vinny

Ricardo is away visiting relatives in Argentina.

Dive Talk:

Andrea Dec dove and saw nudibranchs, posted on Facebook. 

Daryl did not dive.

Is anyone planning on diving this weekend?

Prizes:

Dollars box – John Ferrier

Mystery – John Pelosi

Bug Bag – Jack Munro

Dive Travel Opportunities



2017
Jan 26-Feb 4 Cuba.    DUI

Mar 23-Apr2  Ambon, Indonesia.  Undersea Divers/Andy Martinez

NSF is Supported by

42 Water St.

Beverly MA

978-927-9551

DIVE@underseadivers.com

2016 Officers and Committees

President: Jim D'Urso

president@northshorefrogmen.com



Vice President: Bill Werner

vp@northshorefrogmen.com

Treasurer: Jim Barbara

treasurer@northshorefrogmen.com

Secretary: Mary Howard

secretary@northshorefrogmen.com

Events:

Membership: John Ferrier

membership@northshorefrogmen.com

Air Bubbles Newsletter:  Bill Werner & Linda D'Urso

airbubbles@northshorefrogmen.com

Webmaster:   Markus Diersbock, Daryl Findlay

webmaster@northshorefrogmen.com

Mar 11 and 12:  Sea Rovers
We'll have a booth.  Please contact Bill Werner to sign up for a shift (no

ticket required).

Tickets to the event are on sale now:  bostonsearovers.com



Sat March 18 - St Patrick's Party
Mary Howard and Ray Porter will be hosting their annual St. Patrick's Party beginning

 at 1 pm. Bring your beverage of choice and something to share! 

Contact Mary or Ray (or an officer) for their address

Sat Mar 4 - Danversport Marina
NSF will have a booth at the Danversport Marina event 10am to 1 pm

Stay tuned for more info!

Meeting Summaries
Vinny Egizi, Secretary



NSF is Supported by

42 Water St.

Beverly MA

978-927-9551

DIVE@underseadivers.com

North Shore Frogmen Dive Cape Ann Massachusetts www.northshorefrogmen.com
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