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President’s Message, May 2009 

Fellow Frogmen: 

The diving season is ramping up quickly.  With the water 

temperature on the rise more and more folks are getting out and 

enjoying themselves.  Unfortunately the 2009 season has endured 

some tragedy; on behalf of myself, the other Officers and the 

entire membership, we once again express or sorrow for the loss 

of John Searsôs brother-in-law and nephew, and for the untimely 

death of Paul Blanchette, Jr.  We have also recently heard that 

our life member Barb Crisman lost her long battle with cancer on 

May 30
th

. 

I am indeed overwhelmed with pride to help lead such a great 

organization that can come together and comfort members in 

time of extraordinary circumstances. 

In the coming weeks or however long it takes, the Bronze Plaque 

that I had donated to the NSF can be engraved and mounted / 

displayed to not only memorialize lost divers but to also let 

whoever sees the tribute know first hand that the North Shore 

Frogmen are a Diving Club that cares deeply enough to truly 

honor the sport. 

On June 4
th

 the 1st beach meeting will take place and I am proud 

to announce that the USCG has blessed us with another 

demonstration that promises to be both exciting and educational. 

The following weekend Pat and Annette have extended an 

invitation for the froggies to camp out on their property in 

Vermont and dive the Connecticut River. Please see more 

information in your emails shortly. 

I am proud to select Vinny Egizi as Member of the Month for 

hosting a great Memorial Day cookout at his home.  Those that 

attended had a terrific time and we all thank you very much 

Vinny.  I am compelled to nominate Laura Gallagher and Marcus 

Diersbock as Divers of the Month; they have organized literally 

dozens of dives for several months and are extremely active 

divers.  Laura and Marcus are inspirational with their seemingly 

endless supply of energy. 

There will be a middle of the summer ñPirate Partyò at the OT 

Sports Bar on Saturday, July 25
th

 at 8:00pm.          (cont. on page 2)

 

                                 

June Club Events 

June 4:  BEACH MEETING at 

White Beach in Manchester.   

The USCG Jay Hawk helicopter will be 

performing a simulated at sea rescue by 

deploying a Rescue Swimmer and 

demonstrating the various techniques 

involved with an air rescue mission. 

June 12 – 14:  Camping in VT and 

diving in the Connecticut River with 

Pat and Annette.   

More information on this weekend will 

be emailed out soon. 
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(Presidentôs Message continued from page 1)        

We have a whole room and the outside deck reserved for us.  The 

admission will be $10.00 which entitles you to an entry in the prize raffle 

and 2 free drink coupons.  The owner, Kevin has some great ideas and has 

promised good food and discounted drinks for the NSF.  This is one more 

fund raiser which will go towards the Presidentôs Banquet in December.  

(This year you definitely do not want to miss that function!!) 

I wish to thank Graham Smith for his die hard efforts at meeting folks at 

BK on Sunday mornings; it is nice to see more and more divers showing 

up for the Sunday morning dives. 

Please continue to send me your pictures for this yearôs digital year book 

and also to Mary Howard who does such a great job with Air Bubbles. 

Safe diving everyone!! 

 

Todd Randall 
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Activities: Daryl Findlay 

Tel: 978-376-6669 

Newsletter: Mary Howard 

Tel:   (781) 944-1292 

Email:  m.m.howard@comcast.net  

*Deadline for submissions* 
to the July 2009 issue  

of Air Bubbles is 

 Sunday,  

June 21 

Please have all articles and 

information to the Air 

Bubbles editor by that date. 

Barb Crisman 

May 30, 2009 

It is with great sadness that we announce the death of our 

friend and fellow ñFroggyò Barb Crisman.  Barb was a 

Life Member of the North Shore Frogmenôs Club, and was 

active in the club until she moved to Florida several years 

ago.  She will be missed. 

 

Louis Evans 
was voted in as  

our Clubȭs newest member  
on May 21. 

 

mailto:todd4765@yahoo.com
mailto:grahamsmith@prodigy.net
mailto:david_cunningham@uml.edu
mailto:m.m.howard@comcast.net
mailto:membership@northshorefrogmen.com
mailto:m.m.howard@comcast.net
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Meeting Summaries  

30-April -2009 
Meeting called to order:  8:06 PM 
Attendance:  3 Officers, 22 Members 
Guests: 3 - Tyler Requejo, Mark 

Fournier, and Kevin who is part 
owner of Overtime Sports Bar. 

Secretary: Minutes read and accepted 
as amended. 

Treasurer: treasurer absent, no report .    

Committees:  
- Program: See activities list. 

- 5/17 ð BSC Treasure Hunt dive  
- Membership: Dan Hering ð Mike 
Miller interested, active diver, in the 
military.  It was noted that dues are 
reduced for active military.  Mark 
Fournier  submitted his application 
tonight; he was certified in 6/93.  
Motion made, seconded, and passed 
to accept Mark as our newest Club 
member.  

- Air Bubbles: Mary Howard - hoping 
to post May issue online tonight.  

Old Business:  

- Daryl is here tonight.  He asked if the 
club wanted to pay $999 now to 
purchase the projector that we 
previously had in m ind  for 
presentations, or we could save more 
money to get a better projector.  
Question of resolution.  High res 
(1080) vs. light output capability.  
Side benefit of the less expensive 
projector is that the bulbs are also 
less expensive.  Backup bulbs start at 
$275.   -  Toddõs feeling is that we 
need blue-ray to avoid problems of 
last week (at the Waterman 
presentation).  Not sure that other 
better versions are worth the extra 
$$.  -  Dan Turner: what is the trend?  
Is it a question of when to jump in?  
Ar e prices still dropping?  Motion 
was made to purchase projector and 
blue-ray dvd player as proposed; 
seconded, and passed. 

- Need to get a flyer together for the 
Beach Meeting.  Todd already sent a 
letter to the neighbors.  Do we want 
to have hot dogs?  Need to get a 
committee to purchase, cook, etc.  
Should get a sign-up sheet started.  

The Coast Guard will be there at 
6PM, so plan to be there before that.   

- June ð Todd will get information 
onto the website about the CT River 
diving.  

- Easter Egg dive:  We had 12 divers, 
11 members and one guest.  60 eggs 
in the water, only one dozen found.  
Party was a great time, thank you 
Dodie.  Thank you Dave Metrano, 
great chowder. 

New Business :  4th of July, having a 
great bash at Toddõs house, right 
across from the fireworks, the night of 
the fireworks.   

Dive Talk : 
- Tony and Marcus dove at Fort 

Sewell  ð They did several dives, 
including a night dive with Meg, 
Laura, Dan; it was a pretty good 
dive.  Viz maybe 12-13ft, temp 37°F.   
Previous dive only had 5 ft viz.  On 
the last two dives Marcus dove wet, 
so òitó is starting to get òwarmó. 

- Dan Turner ð dove at Laneõs Cove 
today.  The viz looks good from the 
surface, but when you get out there it 
is really poor.  Temp 43°F. 

- Jesse ð dove between Misery & 
House Islands, on Jim DõUrsoõs boat, 
viz was < 1 ft, so not good hunting.  
Scrapped that and went to wreck of 
New Hampshire where the viz was 
better.  Yesterday went to the New 
Hampshire and the viz was much 
better.  Wore drysuit today and did 
much better.  Got a couple of nice 
spikes.  

- Todd went with Dugie and 
Cunningham w/ Allie on 14 ft 
zodiac, to look for Dugieõs dropped 
òstuffó.  They found only one weight, 
none of the other gear.   

- Jack dove to check out his 
overhauled gear.  

- Dan H ð went free diving last 
weekend.  In wetsu it only.  

General Discussion:  
- Kevin, part -owner of Overtime 
Sports Bar ð advertising his 
restaurant.  Could have a fund-raiser 
there on a Friday night.  

- Dugie Russell is in the hospital with 
a high fever.  They moved him to 

Lahey Clinic because they still donõt 
know what he has.  Question Swine 
Flu; but not quarantined in any way.  

- Undersea Divers photo club was last 
night.  Pretty good, mostly Bob 
discussed plans.  29 people were 
there.  They have plans for boat 
dives, trips, etc. 

- Mikeõs Moments: 
- Christopher Swain from 
Marblehead was swimming to 
promote clean water. 

- Mike has Froggy Hats & Patches 
here tonight.  

Raffles:   
Dollars Box ð half the take plus $65 
from the Stan Waterman night ð 
John Marren 
Raffle prize ð Emerson Inn in 
Rockport. Peter Chapman / Jim 
DõUrso 
Cribbage Board ð Meg Tennissen. 
Bug Bag ð Paul Sauvageau  
Mystery Prize ð Meg 

7-May -2009 
Meeting called to order:  8:08 PM 
Attendance:  3 Officers, 21 Members 
Secretary: Minutes read and accepted 

as amended. 
Treasurer: treasurer absent, report not 

read.  Ray will collect any funds 
brought in.  

Announcements: Todd is expecting 
the DPV ð that will be raffled at the 
beach meeting - to arrive within a 
week. 

Committees:  
- Program: See activities list. 
- 5/17 ð Bay State Council Treasure 
Hunt  

- 7/30 ð 8/2 ð Wrecks of the St. 
Lawrence with Susan Copelas ð 
prices for double occupancy - $425 
for Froggies, if you sign up in the 
next month only $400.  Flyers here.  
Warm water, fresh water.  Very 
inexpensive.  Avg. depths, 45 ð 110 
ft. 

- Air Bubbles : Mary Howard ð AB 
posted online last night.  

Old Business: Dave Cunningham  
bought the projector, and will 
reimburse himself.    
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- Al thanked Tony Viera for all his 
help at Demo Days last weekend.  125 
people participated, including Amy 
and Mia.  Al looking forward to 
meeting at Burger King this weekend.  

Dive Talk : 

- Susan ð the Pug last weekend, out of 
Salem harbor, 40 min offshore, with 
Northern Tech Divers, scuttled in 
1977, 120-130 ft.  Viz was 3-4 ft.  Lots 
of soft corals and anemones.  Nice 
weather.   

- Todd, Marcus, Paul, Ryan Tiez zi, 
and Laura dove on the New 
Hampshire Sunday, then to Kettle 
Island on Easy Diver.  Saw lots of 
decorator crabs, a couple of 
nudibranchs.  43F in 20 ft, 41 at 30 ft.  
Marcus found the hammer that 
Dugie lost on the dive he did.   

- DUI Demo Days last weekend: nice 
dive 43 F, 12 ft viz, conditions 
excellent. Paul S.  Borrowed Tonyõs 
weights.  Good time, got to try new 
product ð new undergarment XM450 
, was incredibly warm.  David Sweet 
did a fantastic talk on DUI history at 
the dinner presentation.  Next 
weekend theyõll be at Dutch Springs 
in Bethlehem PA.  - Al thanked Tony 
Viera for all his help at Demo Days, 
also help from Amy and Mia.  125 
people attended; Al noted that this 
was 125 people seriously interested 
in local diving.  

- Graham showed up at Burger Ki ng 
on Sunday morning last weekend.  
He was the only one.  Al and 
Graham plan to meet there and dive 
this coming weekend.   

General Discussion:  

- United Divers of Central Mass Scuba 
Chicks event is scheduled again this 
year, sometime in July.  Update to 
come.  

- Dugie is out of the hospital.  He had 
a bad case of avian flu he got from 
working in his garden.  

- Someone blew up a hyperbaric 
chamber in Florida, a young kid and 
his grandmother were in the 
chamber; the grandmother died.  

Raffles:  Dollars Box:  Laura Gallagher 
Mystery Prize: Paul Sauvageau 
Bug Bag:  Jack Munro 

14-May -2009 
Meeting called to order:  8:06 PM 
Attendance:  2 Officers, 22 Members 
Guests:  Louis, 2nd time here, thought 
heõd be interested in joining; 
Lauren Fields; Diana Chapman. 

Secretary: Minutes  read and accepted. 
Treasurer: treasurer absent, report not 

read.  Ray will collect any funds 
brought in.  

Committees:  
- Program: See activities list. 
- 5/17 ð Bay State Council Treasure 
Hunt this weekend.  

- 6/4 ð Beach Meeting with Coast 
Guard demo at White Beach in 
Manchester. 

Possible future presentations/Club 
activities: 
- Bill Werner is offering to organize a 
canoe trip, then go back to his house 
to barbeque. 

- Paul has a cd on cuttlefish from 
Roger Hanlon, from Woods Hole, 
who presented at Sea Rovers a 
couple of years ago. 

- Andy Martinez is interested in 
giving presentation on a recent trip.  

- Jeff Farrin suggested we get some 
old time divers from the old New 
England Divers to come talk about 
diving history.  It would be a lot of 
fun.  

- Membership: Dan Hering ð needs to 
get application to Louis Evans. 

New Business:  Bay State Council is 
making up a poster with the MA flag 
law.  There will be space for 5 clubs to 
have a business card sized 
advertisement at the bottom of the 
poster for a fee to support the cause of 
$100.  Mary has committed the NSF as 
one of the clubs.  A motion was made, 
seconded, and approved to pay the 
$100. 

Dive Talk : 
- Louis dove in Florida Keys  
- Dick Brady & Jim Blake , last Sat-
urday at OGB.  44F at 31ft, 15 ft viz. 

- Jesse, Lauren and Adam did a night 
dive last night at Back Beach; the 
phosphorescent plankton was out. 

General Discussion:  

- Article from Salem news Tuesday  

about Dugie Russell õs rescue by club 

 members.  Very nice. 

- Dawn would like more information 
on the VT camping/diving weekend.  
Mary wil l see if she can get an email 
out to Annette and Pat. 

Raffles:  Dollars Box:  Meg Tennissen 
Mystery Prize: Paul Sauvageau 
Bug Bag:  John Marren 

21-May -2009 
Meeting called to order:  8:09 PM 
Attendance:  3 Officers, 27 Members 
Guests and old members:  Bert Foster, 

Michael Prange, Andrew 
Frankovich, Jack Santolucito, Mike 
Brogna, Ray Mount, Matt Frost, 
Darryl Rawley, Marianne 
Cunningham and Maria Maggio.  

As most people already knew,  Paul 
Blanchette died this past Monday, 
May 18, while diving on the  Chester 
Polling.  The people who were out 
with Paul on Monday were all at the 
meeting.  Mary read an email from 
Faith Ortins  to start the meeting and 
set the tone for discussion.  (Faithõs 
email has been slightly re-written for 
the June issue of Air Bubbles.) 

Dave Cunningham opened discussion 
about Paul and that day after a 
moment of silence. 

Paulõs family is requesting that in lieu 
of flowers, donations be made to a 
charity, or to the Paul Blanchette 
Memorial Fund.  

The wake will be on Friday May 29, 4-
8PM, at McKenna Ouellette Funeral 
Home in Lowell.  The funeral will be 
on Saturday, May 30 at 10AM at St. 
Michaelõs Church in Lowell. 

Committees:  

- Membership: Dan Hering ð Louis 
Evans has completed an application, 
nitrox & deep certified.  Motion, 
seconded, accepted to make Louis a 
member of the Club.  Welcome to 
Louis as our Clubõs newest member! 

28-May -2009 
Meeting called to order:  8:04 PM 
Attendance:  4 Officers, 20 Members 
Guests: Jack Santolucito, Theresa 
Sears, Christian Borden from  Boston, 
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    previously of Minnesota.  
Secretary: Minutes for 5/21 read and 

accepted. 
Treasurer:  Report read and accepted.  

Membership is at 74 now.  

Committees:  

- Program: See activities list. 
- 6/4 ð Beach meeting with Coast 
Guard will start at 6PM.  Environ -
mental Police, Scott Amati and Mike 
Lees, will be there to speak with 
divers and answer questions.  4PM 
will be a little t easer navigation test 
for good prizes.  $10 per person.  

- 6/1 0 ð Bay State Council meeting  

- 6/12 -14 ð Camping and diving 
weekend in VT  

- End of June, Queen Anneõs Revenge 
ð DVR 

- Membership: Dan Hering  has spread 
the info for the Beach Meeting.   

- Air Bubbles: Mary Howar d ð June 
issue is pending. 

New Business:    
- Tony and Marcus gave a presenta-
tion to nursing home Blueberry Hill , 
where Tonyõs wife works, about 
scuba diving.  They were really 
interested and asked a lot of 
questions.  Club thanks.  May do 
more presentations like this.  Would 
like to present to elementary schools. 

- Todd noted that we have the 
donated plaque; we should decide 
what to put on it.  

Dive Talk : 
- Dave Smith and Graham Sunday at 
Lanes Cove, got 0 lobsters.  Water 
was flat, no surge, high tide, nobody 
else there except a couple of 
vacationers.  47 min, viz <15 

-  Kevin Miller, Todd, Laura & Meg 
Sunday at Halibut Point, Todd 5 
lobsters ð just small enough to take, 
Kevin got 2.  Viz a little iffy.  

- Dan, Marcus, Tony, Adam at Lanes 
Cove on Saturday.  Lobsters were at 
the wall 45 ft.  Adam got a flounder 
with his hands.  Better lobstering 
above thermocline. 

- Marcus and Laura at Fort Sewell ð 
came up by the Barnacle Restaurant 
with people calling to them.   

- John Marren dove on Monday, with 
Dad, Jim, Heather, short dive after 
Dadõs stroke.  Temp 45, Front Beach. 

- Vinny on Fred Calhounõs boat with 

Paul S, head of Folly Cove, one side 
and other side.  

General Discussion:  
- BSC Treasure Hunt ð great turnout 
by Froggies ð 2nd place in snorkel 
event.  Great prizes. 

- Great white  shark tooth was found 
right off the New Hampshire by a 13 
year old.  Sent out for confirmation 
by shark aficionados.   

- Jack Munro has numerous articles 
from the local papers. -   

- Dave Smith said there was a rebuttal 
article in Gloucester Times about 
how speculation real ly tarnishes the 
sport of SCUBA diving.  

-  Vinny went to the fire station in 
Beverly and spoke with the guy who 
found Paul.  

- Rebreather World has a lot of stuff 
on Paul on their website.  

- Certs are here for CPR course 

Raffles:  Dollars  Box: Jack Munro  
Mystery Prize: Jack Munro  
Bug Bag:  Jack Munro 

 
 

````````````````````  
 

Stay Tuned  
for emailed updates on the 

Camping and Diving 

Weekend  
with  

Annette and Pat  

in Vermont June 12 through 14 

The weekend is on!  We will be re-

ceiving an update from Todd soon 

on the schedule, requirements, 

directions, etc. for the coming 

camping and diving weekend. 

 
 

Dive the wrecks 
of the 

St. Lawrence 
If you havenôt experienced wreck 

diving in Brockville Ontario you 

are in for a treat. The introduction 

of zebra mussels has lifted the veil 

of poor visibility. Combine that 

with the fresh, warmer water, this 

is wreck diving like you have 

never experienced 

July 30-August 2, 

2009 

$399 if booked by June 1 

$425 if booked after June 1 

(regular price $547) 

 Trip includes 3 nightsô 

accommodations  

 Breakfast daily 

 3 on-board BBQ lunches 

 Two days, 2 dives 

 One day, 3 dives 

 Plus Sunset dinner cruise with 

night dive 

 Torch-light potluck dinner for 

Friday night planned 

Prices based on double occupancy 

Gratuities and tanks not included; 

airfills @$5.95 usd each 

Wrecks include: Vickery, 

Keystorm, America, 

Kinghorn, Muskie, Gaskin, 

Daryaw, Lillie Parsons.  
Depths all fall between 110-45ft. 

Space is limited--$50 non-refunded 

deposit due to hold the space. 

Sponsored by Dive the World ï 

Susan Copelas at  

Email: windrift32@aol.com 

Phone: 617 416 1658 

mailto:windrift32@aol.com
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Thursday, June 4
th

, 6:00 PM 

 

Please join the North Shore Frogmen on the shore 

of Whites Beach, Manchester, MA as we welcome 

back the United States Coast Guard for the second 

year. 

The USCG Jay Hawk helicopter will be 

performing a simulated at sea rescue by deploying 

a Rescue Swimmer and demonstrating the various 

techniques involved with an air rescue mission.  

The search and rescue demonstration show cases 

the incredible talent and discipline of our brave 

men and women in uniform serving the USCG.  

The Cape Cod Air Station will  start the 

demonstration at 6:00pm and will work in 

conjunction with USCG support vessels from 

Station Gloucester. 

This is not only a great chance to see a rescue live, 

its also a chance to see the protocol involved should 

any of us ever need a rescue at sea. 

There will be hot dogs, hamburgers and soda 

available on the beach. 

Police, Fire, EMS, Active and Retired Military 

shall enjoy free refreshments and will also be 

recognized by our club and the many citizens that 

thank you for your service. 

 

 

 

 

 

A True Friend 
                                                        by Jack Munro 

Paul was there for all of us when we needed a bottle 

of nitrox, a tank, a valve, asking a little or nothing at 

all. 

Going on a dive trip?  He was up for that.  Bonaire, 

North Carolina, or wherever.  Come on, letôs go, weôll 

stop just for gas.  Come on, letôs go. 

Need a special part?  I will check on eBay.  They will 

have it for sure.  Soon your special part would be 

there for little or nothing at all. 

Letôs go for supper at Kellyôs or the 99ôs.  Be there at 

6:30 sharp and donôt be late. 

Good natured and a true friend, Paul Blanchette. 

  

Member  
of the Month for June 2009 

Vinny Egizi 

for hosting a great Memorial Day 

cookout at his home. 

Divers  
of the Month for June 2009 

Laura Gallagher 

& 

Marcus Diersbock 
they have organized many dives for several 

months and are extremely active divers.  

Laura and Marcus are inspirational with 

their seemingly endless supply of energy. 
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To the Froggies, 

Losing a friend like Paul is tragic, and we must come 

together to support each other.  Our dive club is a 

unique way of doing that.  Unfortunately, this is not 

the first time we have lost beloved members of our 

diving community to tragic diving accidents.  Some of 

you may not have known Norm Katz, Kovi or Kemo, 

but their deaths rocked our diving community much as 

Paul's has.  However, we learned a few things from 

those losses about the best way for our community to 

deal with the tragedy.  I would like to share some of 

these observations in the hope that it will help you and 

our community get through a difficult time. 

It is human nature to 

wonder what happened and 

why.  Part of it is our 

attempt to understand 

something that seems 

unexplainable, and to deal 

with our grief.  Part of it is 

the same curiosity that 

makes people slow at an 

accident site.  In our 

attempt to understand, we ask those that were there to 

relive the dive and the aftermath, and we second guess 

each decision.  Behind it all is the unspoken but real 

concern that as fellow divers, we do not want to think 

that the same fate could befall us as well.  So it is very 

comforting to find a reason for the accident and say to 

ourselves "but that could never happen to me."  The 

reality is our passion for diving can be dangerous and 

unforgiving.  The most important lesson to be learned 

from any diving accident is "there but for the grace of 

God go I."  The specifics of the accident are really less 

important than the overall reminder that we all make 

mistakes and all do things we know we shouldn't do 

underwater.  How many of you have gone deeper than 

you planned?  Or descended with a known equipment 

problem because it was "only 40 ft"?  Or done a night 

dive without a backup light?  The good news is most 

of the time we get away with it.  Most of the time 

nothing else goes wrong to complicate the dive, and 

we go home with more amazing diving stories.  The 

bad news is sometimes we don't.  

While all this analysis may be natural, it can have the 

effect of blaming the victim and reliving a horrifying 

time for those closest to the person and the event.  

There will be time for a real detailed accident analysis 

after qualified professionals with experience in both 

rebreathers and incident analysis finish their work.  

That may take weeks or even months.  In the 

meantime, our goal should be to support each other in 

our grief.  Speculation now does more to upset those 

closest to Paul than it helps.  Our grief is too raw and 

fresh.  

With that in mind, I would like to suggest that when 

we get together to talk about Paul we should focus not 

on the circumstances of Paul's death, but rather the 

joys of Paul's friendship.  He was a special person 

who enriched the lives of all those he touched.  We all 

have many memories and 

stories about Paul.  Many of 

the club members and 

supporters have known Paul 

for many years. Our job 

now is to support the living: 

Paul's many friends and 

family.  I hope the club will 

be a positive force for the 

dive community and 

demonstrate how we can 

help each other and respect the feelings of those 

closest to Paul.  He deserves that. 

Thanks for listening. 

Faith   

 

Paul R. Blanchette , Jr. 

March 10, 1960  

to 

May 18, 2009 
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The Bay State Council 
Treasure Hunt and  Snorkel Event  

This year the BSC Treasure Hunt began on a rainy 

Sunday morning, a day that eventually turned out 

nice.  There was a goodly number of North Shore 

Frogmen attending the event, some diving ï Meg, 

Laura, Graham, Jesse, Marcus, Dave C, Paul S, and 

Mary; some were there for shore support and photo 

ops ï Vinny, Todd and Tony.  (Did I leave anyone 

out?)  And we even had a snorkel team this year that 

included Alexis Randall.  The snorkel team came in 

THIRD place out of four teams.  Sea Rovers won 

again! 

The prizes were well distributed among the 

participants.   Prizes included Sea Rovers tickets for 

2010, a dive charter aboard Easy Diver, fins 

(including a pair of Sling Shot fins), hoods, gloves, 

lights, dry bags, hats and t-shirts, and a regulator.  The 

Sea & Sea camera was won by Paul Sauvageau, like 

he needs another camera!

 

Thank you all who came out for this great event.  You 

made a statement that the Frogmen are alive and well 

on the North Shore.  

 

Pictures of the day ï including ñFrog Facesò ï are  

courtesy of Vinny Egizi. 
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200 9 Activities List  

- Jun 4, Thur   Beach Meeting EVENT at White Beach in Manchester by the Sea 

- Jun 10, Wed  Bay State Council General Meeting, 7:30PM, Quincy 

- Jun 12-14, S-S Diving in the Connecticut River with Annette & Pa trick   

- Jul 25, Sat  Great Annual Fish Count at Stage Fort Park  

- Jul 25, Sat  Mid dle of Summer Party at Overtime Sports Bar in Beverly 

 

31  
Sunday Dive 

1 2 3 4 
 

5:00 PM  
Beach Meeting 

5 6 

7  
Sunday Dive 

8 9 10 

 
7:30  
BSC meeting 

11 
 

8:00 PM Meeting 

12 13 
CT River 
diving in VT 

14  
Sunday Dive 

15 16 17 18 
 

8:00 PM Meeting 

19 20 

21  
Sunday Dive 

22 23 24 25 
 

8:00 PM Meeting 

26 27 

28  
Sunday Dive 

29 30  

June 

July 

1 2 
 

8:00 PM Meeting 

3 4 

5  
Sunday Dive 

6 7 8 9 
 

8:00 PM Meeting 

10 11 

12  
Sunday Dive 

13 14 15 16 
 

8:00 PM Meeting 

17 18 

19  
Sunday Dive 

20 21 22 23 
 

8:00 PM Meeting 

24 25 
GAFC 

26  
Sunday Dive 

27 28 29 30 
 

8:00 PM Meeting 

31  
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On the Bottom ï Episode II 
This story was submitted by Jack Munro 

In 1925, Commander Edward Ellsberg was detailed as Salvage Officer on the S-51.  As a result of his 

extraordinary work in raising that submarine, he was awarded the Distinguished Service Medal by the Navy 

and promoted to Commander.  After retiring from the Navy he volunteered his services for the rescue of the 

S-4 during which he narrowly escaped death.  The following story is taken directly from Ellsberg's book 

entitled On the Bottom about two divers, Francis Smith and Tom Eadie, who, a few days apart, had some 

incredibly scary experiences.  The story takes place off Block Island, Rhode Island in 1926 in about 135 feet 

of 37°F degree water.  The divers were tunneling under the submarine to pass a heavy cable, followed by a 

heavier chain in order to lift the sub.  Progress was measured in inches as they lay in the tunnel in heavy gear 

jetting ahead the hard clay and sand in the dark.   

 

The job proceded, the divers coming up sometimes singly, sometimes in pairs.  Eiben and Eadie, who had 
been working, one the in the port tunnel, the other in the starboard one, met at the gun on the 
ǎǳōƳŀǊƛƴŜΩǎ ŦƻǊŜŎŀǎǘƭŜΣ ŎƭƛƳōŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘe ninety-foot mark, and, according to ritual, began their 
setting-up exercises while decompressing.  Those two men were safely off the bottom.  On the 
quarterdeck, we turned attention to the next diver, who, except for his helmet, was ready to go over.  He 
was testing his telephone.  A voice came from the superstructure. 
ά¢ƻƳ 9ŀŘƛŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΣ ōǳǘ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ƻǳǘΦ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƘƛƳ ƴƻǿΗέ  
Hartley tried, I tried, Gunner Tibbals tried.  None of us could understand, though it did sound as if Eadie 

werŜ ǎƘƻǳǘƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΦ  9ƛōŜƴ ǿŀǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƎŜ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ 9ŀŘƛŜΦ  L ǘƻƻƪ 9ƛōŜƴΩǎ ǘŜƭŜǇƘƻƴŜΦ 
 άIŜƭƭƻΣ WƻŜΗ  !ǎƪ ¢ƻƳ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿŀƴǘǎΗέ  ! ǇŀǳǎŜΣ ǘƘŜƴ 9ƛōŜƴ ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘΥ ά¢ƻƳΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƘŜǊŜΗ  ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƛŘ ȅƻǳ 

Ǉǳƭƭ ƘƛƳ ǳǇ ŦƻǊΚέ   
Surprised, I looked at Eadie's tender.  IŜ ƘŀŘ ƴƻǘ ǇǳƭƭŜŘ 9ŀŘƛŜ ǳǇΦ  ά²ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ¢ƻƳΚέ L ŀǎƪŜŘ ƘƛƳΦ 
 άIŜΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ǎƛǊΦ LΩƳ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎƛƎƴŀƭ ƘƛƳΦ  LΩǾŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƘƛƳ ΨƻƴŜΩ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ƭƛƴŜΣ ǘǿƻ ƻǊ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǘƛƳŜǎΣ 

ōǳǘ ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŀƴǎǿŜǊΦέ   
! ǎƘƻǳǘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƭŜǇƘƻƴŜ ŦǊƻƳ 9ƛōŜƴΦ  ά9ŀŘƛŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŦŜƭƭ ōŀŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƎŜΦ Iƛǎ ǎǳƛǘΩǎ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ǘƻǊƴ ƛƴ ƘŀƭŦ 

ŀƴŘ ƘŜΩǎ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ ǿŀǘŜǊΦ ¢ŀƪŜ ƘƛƳ ǳǇ ǉǳƛŎƪΗέ   
IŀƭŦ ŀ ŘƻȊŜƴ ōŜŀǊŜǊǎ ƎǊŀōōŜŘ 9ŀŘƛŜΩǎ ƭƛƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀǾŜŘ ƘŀǊŘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǿŜƛƎƘǘ ǿŀǎ ǘǊŜƳŜƴŘƻǳǎΣ ŜǾƛŘŜƴǘƭȅ 

9ŀŘƛŜΩǎ ǎǳƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǿƘƻƭƭȅ ǿŀǘŜǊƭƻƎƎŜŘΦ  hǘƘŜǊǎ ƎǊŀǎǇŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴŜǎ ǿƘŜǊever they could lay hands on them and 
we heaved rapidly.  Over the side went another stage, two men on it, dropped into the water up to their 
ǿŀƛǎǘǎΦ  IŀƴŘ ƻǾŜǊ ƘŀƴŘ 9ŀŘƛŜΩǎ ƭƛƴŜǎ ŎŀƳŜ ƛƴΣ ǘƘŜƴ ŀǘ ƭŀǎǘ 9ŀŘƛŜΩǎ ƘŜƭƳŜǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƳŜƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƎŜ ǎŜƛȊŜŘ ƛǘΣ 
draggŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ƭƛƳǇ ŦƻǊƳ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƎŜΤ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴŎƘƳŀƴ ƧŜǊƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƎŜ ǳǇΣ ǎǿǳƴƎ ƛǘ ƛƴ ƻƴ ŘŜŎƪΦ  9ŀŘƛŜΩǎ ǎǳƛǘ 
was nearly completely torn in two just below the breastplate, the leather straps over his shoulders were 
broken, his lead belt was hanging round his ankles.  No need to take off his helmet.  We cut loose his shoes, 
dragged him out of the suit though the hole around his breast.  Eadie was very pale, bleeding badly from 
the mouth and nose, but apparently still conscious.  We did not wait to investigate.  The tenders who 
pulled him out of the suit dragged him hurriedly to the recompression tank; thrust him in, together with 
Surgeon Flotte who hastily ran the pressure up to fifty pounds. 

Hours later, after Eiben had come up, and Eadie was below, wrapped in blankets in his bunk, with 
Eiben resting in the next berth, I asked them what had happened.  Eadie told me. 
άWƻŜ ŀƴŘ L ǿŜǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƎŜ ŀǘ ƴƛƴŜǘȅ ŦŜŜǘΣ L ǿŀǎ ƧǳƳǇƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ŘŜŎƻƳǇǊŜǎǎ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ŀƴŘ L 

guess Joe was doing knee stoops.  All of a sudden my exhaust valve jammed shut and my suit started to 
swell out.  I tried to reach my control valve and turn off the air, but before I could swing my arm around, my 
suit stiffened out from the pressure inside, and it spread-eagled me. Both my sleeves shot out straight  
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ǎƛŘŜǿŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜƴŘ Ƴȅ Ŝƭōƻǿǎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ Ƴȅ ƘŀƴŘ ƛƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ǾŀƭǾŜΦ .ȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ L ǿŀǎ ǎƻ ƭƛƎƘǘΣ L 
started to float up off the stage and I yelled in the telephone to the man on deck to turn the air off on my 
ƘƻǎŜΦ  L ƎǳŜǎǎ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ƳŜΦέ  L ƛƴǘŜǊǊǳǇǘŜŘ 9ŀŘƛŜ ŀƴŘ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ 9ƛōŜƴΦ  
ά{ŀȅΣ WƻŜΣ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ƛǘ 

ǿƘŜƴ 9ŀŘƛŜ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǳǇΚέ  9ƛōŜƴ 
looked at me sheepishly.   
ά¸ŜǎΣ L ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǎŀǿ ƘƛƳ ƎƻΣ ƻǳǘ 

of the corner of me faceplate, but I 
just thought he was taking an 
extra-high jump, and I went right 
on exercising. I wasn't thinking 
ŀōƻǳǘ ¢ƻƳ ŀƴŘ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƭƻƻƪ 
around again for him till you called 
ƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎƪΦέ  9ŀŘƛŜ ǿŜƴǘ 
on.   
ά!ǎ L ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ Ŧƭƻŀǘ ǳǇΣ L 

thought fast.  Of course I knew if I 
άōƭŜǿ ǳǇέ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŘŜŎƻƳǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ 
LΩŘ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ƎŜǘ άǘƘŜ ōŜƴŘǎέΣ ōǳǘ 
that wasn't what worried me most.  
We were hanging from the Falcon, 
and if I came up from the bottom 
ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ōǳƻȅŀƴŎȅΣ LΩŘ ōŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ 
ŀǎ ƛŦ LΩŘ ōŜŜƴ ŦƛǊŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ Ǝǳƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ L Ƙƛǘ ƘŜǊ ƘǳƭƭΦ  aȅ ŎƻǇǇŜǊ ƘŜƭƳŜǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ Ŧƭŀtten out like a pancake 
and that would be my finish right there.  As I shot up, I saw the top of the steel bails from which the stage 
ǿŀǎ ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ŦƭŀǎƘ Řƻǿƴ Ǉŀǎǘ Ƴȅ ŦŀŎŜǇƭŀǘŜΦ  L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ Řƻ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ƘŀƴŘǎΣ ōǳǘ ŀǎ L ǿŜƴǘ ōȅΣ L ǎƘƻǾŜŘ 
out the toes of both my shoes managed to hook the brass toe caps on my diving shoes into the triangle 
where the bails join.  That stopped me with a jerk, and there I was, hanging onto the bails with my toes and 
Ƨǳǎǘ ǇǊŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇǎ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǘŜŀǊ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻŜǎΦ  L ǘǊƛŜŘ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘƻ Ǉǳƭƭ Ƴȅ ƘŀƴŘǎ ƛƴ ōǳǘ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘΦ  aȅ 
suit swelled out some more in a hurry, and burst the shoulder straps holding my belt up and my helmet 
down.  The lead belt dropped around my feet, and my helmet flew up over my head.  As it went by, the 
breastplate hit me a lick under the chin that nearly broke my jaw, and my suit then stretched out so the 
helmet was nearly two feet over my head.  When the straps let go and the suit stretched that gave me still 
more buoyancy, and the pull on my toes was awful.  I tried to yell in the telephone to you to have Joe climb 
up to me, shut off my air and open the petcock on my helmet so as to let some air out of my suit, but the 
telephone transmitter was up in the helmet and that was two feet over my head and I coǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ȅƻǳ 
understand.  Then the pressure increased with a rush and nearly broke my ears *, and I started to bleed 
from my mouth and nose.  The strain on my toes was fierce, and I was wondering how much longer I could 
hang on, when all at once my suit tore apart under all that pressure, let out all the air, and I nearly burst as 
the extra pressure suddenly disappeared.  My helmet sort of drooped back, my suit filled up with water, 
and I fell down again on the stage.  I felt you starting to pull me up I tried to hold my breath, because there 
was no more air in the suit.  Then I remembered that the lines you were hauling me with were only secured 
to my helmet, and I could feel that my suit was nearly torn in two just below the breastplate.  I was down in 
the rest of the suit and I could feel my heavy shoes and that lead belt hanging round my ankles.  I was 
ŀŦǊŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƭŜŦǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǘŜŀǊ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ŀŎǊƻǎǎΦ  ¢ƘŜƴ 
ȅƻǳΩŘ Ǉǳƭƭ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ƘŜƭƳŜǘ ŀƴŘ LΩŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎƛƴk with those lead-soled shoes and the lead belt as anchors.  I 
ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ Ƙƻǿ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘ ȅƻǳΩŘ ōŜ ǿƘŜƴ Ƴȅ ƘŜƭƳŜǘ ŎŀƳŜ ǳǇ ŜƳǇǘȅΦ  L ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ ƪƛŎƪ ǘƘŜ ōŜƭǘ ŦǊŜŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǊƻǳƴŘ 

 



Air Bubbles ð June 2009 

                    Visit our website at www.northshorefrogmen.com                                                   12 

Ƴȅ ŦŜŜǘΦ  bƻ ǳǎŜΣ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƛǘ ƻŦŦΣ ǎƻ L Ƨǳǎǘ ƘŜƭŘ Ƴȅ ōǊŜŀǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀȅŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƛǘ wouldn't rip any 
more.  I tried hard not to swallow any water, and the next thing I knew, they were dragging me onto the 
ǎǘŀƎŜΦέ   
! ǘŜǊǊƛōƭŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦ  Lƴ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ƳƛƴǳǘŜΩǎ ǘƛƳŜΣ 9ŀŘƛŜ ƘŀŘ ǎŜŜƴ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƛƴ ŦƻǳǊ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƘƻǊǊƛōƭŜ 

forms, successively staring him in the face, - άǘƘŜ ōŜƴŘǎέΣ ŎƻƴŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ CŀƭŎƻƴΣ ǎǳŘŘŜƴ ƘŜŀǾȅ 
pressure, and drowning had each in turn seemed about to kill him.  He came through, saved by his quick 
thinking, weak and wounded, but with unshaken nerves.  A wonderful diver, Tom Eadie.  All the world 
learned what we already knew, when he later won the Medal of Honor on the S-4Φ  ²Ŝ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜŘ 9ŀŘƛŜΩǎ 
helmet to see what had jammed this automatic exhaust valve shut and stopped the air from escaping.  We 
found out, but drew little comfort from the knowledge.  While Eadie had been stretched out flat in the 
tunnel, washing, some mud had been carried into the exhaust valve of his helmet but the water that 
inevitably leaks in whenever a diver stoops over or lies down, a few grains of sand had entered the sleeve in 
which the valve stem worked, jammed between the sleeve and the stem, and prevented the valve from 
sliding open.  It was just as likely to happen to the next man working in the tunnel, and added another 
danger to the multitude we had.  We thereafter warned all divers working in the tunnel to leave the 
petcock on their helmets cracked open a trifle, while they were in the tunnel and later while coming up, 
(because) if their exhaust 
valves jammed shut, the 
pressure could build up 
enough in their suits to spread 
eagle them and prevent them 
from using their hands.  The 
partly open petcock meant 
that a tiny stream of water 
would continually run into 
their suits while they lay down 
in the tunnel, but it had to be 
borne.  If anyone ever spread 
eagled and then had his suit 
burst inside the tunnel, he 
was sure to drown before aid 
could reach him.  There was 
little delay on deck after Eadie 
was hauled up before Carr, 
the next diver ready, was 
finally dressed and on his way 
down, but in about thirty 
minutes all was quiet again on 
the CŀƭŎƻƴΩǎ quarterdeck." 
 
*With no escape for the air, the pressure in Eadie's suit went up till it balanced at the Falcon's compressor 
pressure of 135 pounds, equal to diving to a depth of water of 324 feet.   
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From the galley of the Chapter Two 

Now that the nice weather is starting to drop by for a 

visit, might be time for a little  

"Froggie Rum Swizzle" 

When you make this, Gosling Rum is great. 

4 1/2 oz of Black Rum 

4 1/2 Gold Rum 

4 1/2 Light Rum 

3 2/4 oz Grenadine 

28 1/2 oz pineapple juice 

15 oz O.J. 

6 "shakes" of bitters 

Pour all ingredients into a pitcher, add crushed ice and 

stir vigorously.  

When I make this, I usually let it "age" in the refer 

overnight. Just tastes a lot better the next day. 

While youôre making the Froggie Swizzle try this 

appetizer to go along with it, very simple, very good. 

 

Baked Crusty Tomatoes 

1/2 cup of butter 

2 1/4 teaspoons of salt 

1 1/2 teaspoons garlic powder 

1 1/2 Tablespoons ground cumin 

1 1/2 cups of seasoned breadcrumbs 

12 tomatoes cut in half 

Spread the mixture on the cut side of the tomatoes. 

Place the tomatoes in a shallow baking dish and 

refrigerate overnight. Can go right next to the 

"Swizzle" with no problems. 

Let the tomatoes sit to room temperature, then bake 

for 30 minutes at 300 degrees F. 

Enjoy. 

 

Capt.Dave  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

22000088  WWiinntteerr  HHoouurrss::  

TTuuee--FFrrii  99--66,,    SSaatt  99--55,,    SSuunn  99--33  
  

  
 

42 Water St. 
Beverly MA 

             978-927-9551 
DIVE@underseadivers.com 

Sales S Service S Rentals 
AQUA LUNG R SEAQUEST R SUUNTO 

GENISIS Ò DUI Ò VIKING Ò HENDERSON 

VISA J MASTERCARD I AE T DISCOVER 

Tony Anthony has a large assortment of dive gear 

for sale including tanks, regulators and (womenôs) 

suits, gloves, boots and fins.   

Tonyôs wife Diana was a Froggie before her 

passing a short time ago. 

Call Tony at (978) 92707385 
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Upcoming Events! 

June 4:   Beach Meeting Extravaganza  

June 10:  Bay State Council Meeting  

June 12-14:Connecticut R iver Diving/Camping  

  

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

For Sunday Club Dives, meet at Burger King at 8AM 
 

 
 

 

The North Shore Frogmen’s Club Meetings 
are held every Thursday night at 8PM (except Thanksgiving, Christmas & New Years) at: 

The Beverly Golf and Tennis Club 

134 McKay Street, Beverly, MA 

Directions:  From Rte 128, take exit 20 B, towards Beverly.  Turn RIGHT 

onto DODGE ST, MA 1A (0.1 mi).  Cross Cabot Street, MA 97, to 

COUNTY WAY EXT (0.1mi).  Bear left onto McKAY ST to #134, Beverly 

Golf and Tennis Club (0.4mi.). 


