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Presidentõs Message, May 2009 

Froggies, 

Itôs May already and the dive season is starting to ramp up 

quickly.  The Easter Egg Hunt was a lot of fun and many thanks 

to Dodie Carvalho for hosting the after party, and to Steve Levy 

and John Sears for their efforts in preparing and scattering the 

eggs. 

I hope everybody in attendance was able to take something away 

from the great job by Sgt. Jay Swallow for his CPR class given at 

the meeting.  Itôs a critical skill to know and I thank Dave 

Metrano for setting that up. 

Four months of work culminated in a terrific presentation by Stan 

Waterman that I hope was enjoyed by everybody.  I must state 

and I further encourage you, the next time you see Bob Boyle 

from Undersea Divers, to please thank him again for his 

generosity in solely funding Stan Watermanôs fee.  Bob is a 

tremendous friend to our club. 

Exciting things on the horizon!  I encourage folks to check out 

Fred Calhounôs dive boat: Easy Diver.  Fred is back in the water 

and is only charging $45.00 per head for 2 tank dive charters.  

The owner of the Over Time Pub & Bar extended a warm 

welcome to the membership and wants to donate $200.00 

towards the projector / blue ray dvd player account.  Kevin is the 

owner and treated us like royalty after the meeting Thursday 

night.  He is offering the Froggies free appetizers on Thursday 

nights after the meeting.  Itôs a nice place and I also welcome you 

to try out his place after a meeting. 

I have selected Tony Vieira as Diver of the month for his help in 

fetching raffle prizes for the Waterman night and also selling 

tickets at the door.  Tony is a newer member and has really 

stepped up to help out in many other ways as well.  

The Member of the month will go to Dodie Carvalho for hosting 

a successful Easter Egg Dive at her home.  With this accolade 

comes a thanks to Dave Metrano for his ñChowdaò and for a 

second month a second Member of the month for his help with 

the cooking and the Sgt. Jay Swallow CPR course. 

Also for the second month I am going to                 (cont. on page 2)

 

                                 

May Events 

May 2-3:  DUI Demo Days at Stage 

Fort Park in  Gloucester.   

Come meet the folks of DUI (Diving 

Unlimited International) and try out their 

latest drysuits and other gear.  More 

information at www.dui-online.com.  

May 17:  Bay State Council of Divers 

Treasure Hunt ï Dive and Snorkel 

Event at Stage Fort Park , Gloucester, 

9AM -4PM, Rain or Shine. 

This is a great event for meeting other 

divers, getting in the water to check out 

gear, winning prizes, and supporting the 

Bay State Council.  See more on page 6. 
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(Presidentôs Message continued from page 1) 

acknowledge 2 more divers of the monthé  Steve Levy and John Sears 

for their work on the Easter Egg dive planning and John who always gets 

the bug bag prizes. 

The Beach meeting on June 4
th
 promises to be very exciting; hopefully 

folks can get their early as the show starts at 6:00pm.  More next week on 

the Vermont Camping trip and a movie night coming up. 

Thursday meeting attendance has been strong.  Come on out as frequently 

as you can; there is always something new coming upé.. 

Safe diving everyone. 

 

Todd Randall 
 

_______________________________________________________________ 

Please welcome our newest NSF Dive Club members  

Dave Bousquet, Jodie Martin, Marcus Diersbock and Dugie Russell 
who all became members on April 2nd, and John Ganson who was voted 
in on April 9.  Our newest member, Mark Fournier, was brought on board 
at the meeting on April 30. 

 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

CPR Course - April 16 

Sgt. Jay Swallow, with the help of his wife and son, gave us an up-

date on the newest protocol for CPR.  Thank you Swallow Family! 
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Meeting Summaries  

2-April -2009 
Meeting called to order:  8:05 PM 
Attendance:  3 Officers, 19 Members 

including Steffen Schmitt  
Guests: 4: Marcus Diersbock from 

Austria, Todd McClain from 
Beverly, Joe Hughes who has been 
diving a year.  

Secretary: Minutes for last two 
meetings read and accepted. 

Treasurer: report not  read.   

Committees:  
- Program: See activities list. 
- 4/11 ð Invitation to visit the Cape 
Cod Coast Guard Air Station  

- 4/19 ð Easter Egg Dive and Party 
- 4/16 ð Jay Swallow will give CPR 
course 

- 4/23 ð Stan Waterman presentation 
- 6/4 ð Coast Guard helicopter will 
still be coming for the beach 
meeting.  Dave Metrano has been 
very helpful with the situation in 
Manchester. 

- 4/14 ð Jonathan Bird will be speaker 
at next NEU MSC lecture. 

- Membership: Dan Hering ð 
Applicants for membership: Dave 
Bousquet from Peabody; his 
instructor was Don Morse.  Marcus 
Diersbock been here for 12 years.  
Jodie Martin certified last summer.  
Norman Dugie Russell, associate 
membership.  All nominated for 
membership, seconded.  Greg Sonek 
paid his dues and should be returned 
to active member list.  

- Air Bubbles : Mary Howard ð April 
issue in progress, not quite ready yet.   

Old Business:  
- Bob Boyle is our secret donor for 
Stan Waterman. 

- Two birthdays : Jeff Farrin and Dawn. 

New Business:  
- Todd ð There is no cost for us use 
space downstairs.  Use of either of 
the other rooms costs $100.  There is 
cost for last weekõs presentation for 
Dugie Russellõs event.  Weõll have to 
figure something out for handi -
capped access for the Watermanõs 
presentation next week.   

Dive Talk : 
- Meeting time at Burger King w ill 
stay at 9AM through April.  

- Dan: Salem Willows Pier with Laura 
Gallagher and ~ 8 divers total.  
Found lots of change, a mountain 
bike & glass pipe for smoking dope.  
Tony threatened to arrest him. 

- Marcus ð ice diving at Lake 
Winnipesauke.  One guy jumped in 
the water in his underwear.  

- Dave C ð in Utah for a meeting ð 
dove in a geothermally heated 
volcanic crater, 93-96F, viz 40ft +.  
Not a lot to see, but kind of 
interesting formations and patterns.  

- Dave C dove at fort Sewall on 
Tuesday. 

- Mike and Dawn in  Bonaire with 
Bob B., Fred Pfeil and Bill Gannett 

and their wives.  They  stayed at the 
Divi  Flamingo. Dawn actually dove a 
couple of times!  Warm water diving 
was pretty great, also snorkeled òfor 
pleasureó, still doesnõt like it a lot.  
Cannot touch anyth ing there, not 
allowed to wear gloves.  The dive 
operations was very efficient, two 
dives before lunch.  Dive pkg $200.  
Temp 94°F on surface, down to 87°F 
below the thermocline.  No -pressure 
diving.  

- Steffen ð was in New Zealand 
southern island for 2 weeks, did 10 
dives, similar temps to here.  Milford 
Sound has sheer mountain face, 
where it rains a lot, so there is a fresh 
water layer with run -off on top of 
salt water, dark in salt water beneath. 

General Discussion:  
- Dave Cunningham planning to offer 
an oxygen course 

- Mike Denneler brought Froggy wear 
for sale tonight.  All profit now goes 
to the club. 

- Paul S ð Fred Calhoun picked up tab 
for copying Stan Waterman flyers for 
Sea Rovers. 

- NSF made The Northeast Dive News 
for our Stan Waterman presentation. 

- Navy Seals sent booklets: 
òFishermanõs Guide to Explosive 
Ordnanceó 

- Dugie Russell has a new website: 

 www.creationsbydugie.com  , nice 
website  

- Paul S ð went to the Eelgrass lecture; 
found it interesting.  

- Mikeõs Moments: 
- Gloucester Times on 3/21 ð Ted 
Barnes, home, making good 
progress, hopes to be diving again 
by July. 

- People fishing in Vietnam, saw 
bubbles in the water, used 
dynamite, killed the diver.  

Raffles:  Dollars Box: Vinny Egizi  
Mystery Prize: Rick Holloran  
Bug Bag: ongoing 

9-April -2009 
Meeting called to order:  8: PM 
Attendance:  2 Officers, 27 Members 

including Jodie Martin and Greg 
Sonek 

Guests:  
Secretary: Minutes read and accepted 

as amended. 
Treasurer: treasurer absent, report not 

read.  Bill for stamps for Waterman 
lecture is $252. 

Committees:  
- Program: See activities list. 
- 4/11 ð Coast Guard station Club 
visit.  

- 4/16 ð CPR course 
- 4/19 ð Easter Egg Dive ð Stage Fort 
Park ð Cressi Beach- dive at 10AM.  

- Membership: Dan Hering ð Shon 
Dubois has paid dues and should be 
returned to active status on the 
membership list.  Several people are 
interested in joining.  John Ganson of 
Lincoln, MA, Sea Rover, advanced 
diver, nitrox certified.  Motion made 
and seconded, and passed.  2 other 
Rovers want to join also. 

- Air B ubbles: Mary Howard ð AB 
posted online last night.  

Old Business: Tony has been doing a 
great job getting prizes for the 
Waterman presentation.  We will have 
a bar and bartender for that meeting. 

Dive Talk : 
- Vinny  ð first time since last fall.  
Underweighted .  Met at Burger King, 
went to Salem Willows.  Marcus and 
Tony joined him.  Saw hundreds of 
starfish.  Marcus found a purple

http://www.creationsbydugie.com/
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bike seat. 39°F Sunday at Willows. 
- Jesse and Dave Bousquet  dove at the 
Gloucester breakwater, dog bar.  
Kind of shallow.  Lots of l ost fishing 
gear.  On harbor side, flat calm, great 
viz, all sand.  Found a small copper 
spike and a couple of brass nails.  
Max depth 17 ft, 36-38 F. 

General Discussion:  
- Jack ð 2 wks ago, in the fog, barge 
pushed by tug past a fleet of 
Gloucester and Rockport fishing 
fleet.  Similar to what happened to 
the Patriot last year.  Almost wiped 
out the fleet. 

- Commercial divers in NC ð diving 
hot water ð pump sucked in jellyfish, 
stung all over his body.  Same 
scenario happened years ago on a job 
Jack was on, but that guy went into 
convulsions. 

- John Sears ð Shon was told that some 
of his tanks were dirty and they 
charged him $10 more per tank to get 
cleaned.  Jeff Farrin and Bob Boyle 
are trying to figure out what is the 
cause that some tanks are dirty and 
others are not.  

- Mikeõs Moments: 
- AOL News ð Aquarium in England 
has been losing fish.  Staked it out, 
baited traps.  4 ft long sea worm 
named Barry. 

- W. Newbury ð harbormaster got his 
budget slashed to $1; he serves 
several towns. 

Raffles:  Dollars Box: Mary Howard  
Mystery Prize: Peter Chapman 
Bug Bag:  Daryl Findlay  

16-April -2009 
Abbreviated Meeting for CPR 
course 
Meeting called to order:  8:05 PM 
Attendance:  3 Officers, 21 Members 
Guests: Lewis Evans from Gloucester, 

Mark Fornier of Nahant.   Jay 
Swallow2 for presentation 

Secretary: Minutes not read.  
Treasurer:  report not read. 

Committees:  
- Program: See activities list. 
- 4/19 ð Easter Egg dive and party 
are this weekend. 

Dive Talk : 

- Susan: in the pool in Lawrence.  2 women were struggling, one was in trouble 
but was calling help in Spanish, which the lifeguard did not understand.   

- Tony: White beach Sunday afternoon, viz 10-12 feet, current was ripping, viz 
pretty good.  

General Discussion:  
- Fredõs boat is in the water ready.  He is charging $45 for 2 tank dive. 

Raffles:  Dollars Box: Barry Weldon  
Mystery Prize: Jack Munro 
Bug Bag:  Meg Tennissen 

23-April -2009 

No Business Meeting ð Stan Waterman presentation 
Attendance:  approximately 150 people attended the presentation.  Great 

turnout!  
 
 

Review: Diving Punta Cana    
I recently vacationed in Punta Cana, Dominican Republic.  The country is 

beautiful and the people are very friendly.  I had the opportunity to visit 

local fishing villages and meet some of the fishermen.  They use a variety of 

cast nets, small mesh gillnets, and spear guns.  Salesmen that sell goods on 

the beach were pretty entertaining as well.  If you are ever going to become 

a salesman in Punta Cana remember these lines ñCheapy cheapyò, ñSpecial 

price just for youò, ñFinest quality hereò, ñLiquidationò. 

Now for the low down on the divingé  

The water was beautiful, 79°F on the surface 75°F at 90ft, and unlimited vis.  

The coral was bleached and mostly dead and there were few fish.  The 

largest fish I saw was about a foot long (snapper I think).  The lack of fish 

was most likely due to the fishing practices, 2ò and 3ò gillnet tends to catch 

all small fish and any larger fish would have been taken by spear gun.  On 

the lighter side I did see two small moray eels, one green the other striped, 

and a few small spiny lobsters. 

Now for the low down on the dive centeré 

I dove with Pro Marine at Catalonia Resort Bavaro Beach.  Diving with this 

company was not a pleasure.  Here is the list of problems: 

o Old BCDs with corroded valves and broken snaps 

o Instructor insisted I use a light weight belt, which I had to compensate for 

with rocks 

o Old tanks with dented valves, air constantly leaked out 

o 2800 psi for a 90ô dive, when I told the instructor I had a low fill she said 
óit is fineô 

o At 1000 psi I signaled to the instructor to ascend, she insisted we stay 

down 

o At 850 psi I waved bye bye and started to ascend on my own  

o I ended the dive with 500psi in my tank, that is fine for a shallow dive but 

not for a deep dive.   

I will not dive with Pro Marine again. 
              By Jesse Leslie
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Easter Egg Dive Party  - 4/19 

  
 

              
 

 
 

                           

Pictures above and right from Paul Sauvageau

Stan Waterman - 4/23 

 

                                

 

 

HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY 
DODIE !!! 

Hot  
tubbinô 
and  
beer  
drinkinô 

Construction 
zone 


