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The Newsletter of the North Shore Frogmenôs Club 

Volume 51, Number 2                                                                                                                                            February 2009 
 

Presidentõs Message, February 2009 
Hello Froggies, 

I am very pleased with the start of the 2009 for our club.  

Attendance seems to be increasing and general interest is 

constantly getting better and better.  Following the announcement 

and guest from BEV CAM earlier in January regarding the first 

documentary film that will be produced; I wish to reiterate that 

all that are interested are welcome to participate. 

From what I understand, the video will actually be seen in 16 

states!.  There will be a pre-production meeting on Friday, Feb. 

6
th
 at 7:00pm at the studio in Beverly, MA. Those meetings are 

inside the Beverly High School.  

Pat and Annette have confirmed the dates of June 12th - 14
th
 for 

the NSF camp out on their property in Vermont for a weekend of 

diving in the Connecticut River.  This should be a very fun time 

with some exciting contests and prizes to test your diving skills. 

Stan Watermanôs presentation (in April) is expected to draw a 

significant crowd and promises a very informative and interesting 

evening.  Again, there will be some very nice raffle prizes at this 

venue.  BEV CAM will also be filming this event for even more 

club exposure. 

Andy Cohen from NOAA is going to be an excellent lecture on 

how Special Agents deter and prosecute organized crimes that 

destroy some of our most endangered aquatic species. Dan 

Hering says there are well over 200 hits on the internet sites for 

this event on Jan. 29
th
.  I shall encourage all who can make it to 

come. 

I am pleased to announce the nomination of Ray Porter as the 

Member of the Month; Ray, thank you for filling in as Treasurer 

and providing a smooth transition to David Cunningham.  Your 

help is definitely appreciated. 

I further nominate Dan Hering as Diver of the Month for his 

recruitment efforts that have already landed 2 new members, and 

for his efforts in advertising our guest speaker events so 

aggressively.  Thanks Dan for your assistance. 

I am asking for new and fresh ideas for contests and raffles for 

the June beach meeting.  I have                              (cont. on page 2)

 

                                 

Coming Club Event 

January 29:   

Special Agent Andy Cohen, in 

Charge of the Northeast Region of 

NOAAôs Law Enforcement Division, 

will be the guest speaker (he is also 

an avid New England Diver) to speak 

on various topics impacting local 

divers. 

      
 

Winter Diving 

Are you are interested in winter diving?  

Want to meet up with others to dive this 

month?  If so, contact Dan Hering at 

membership@northshorefrogmen.com 

for an update on who is planning to dive, 

where to meet, etc. 

 

2009 Club Dues are due NOW! 
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(Presidentôs Message continued from page 1) 

approximately $2,800.00 in raffle prizes already and I am constantly 

seeking more, so, anybody with an idea please bring it up at a club 

meeting. 

Thanks very much. 

Todd Randall  
 

Pictures from New Yearôs Day Dive 

 

             

 

 

 
 

The North Shore Frogmenôs Club 
PO Box 3604 

Peabody, MA 01961 
 

2009 OFFICERS 

President:  Todd Randall 

Tel:   (978) 473- 6027 

Email:  todd4765@yahoo.com   

Vice President:  Graham Smith 

Tel:  (978) 465-1639 

Email:  grahamsmith@prodigy.net   

Treasurer:  Dave Cunningham 
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Secretary:   Mary Howard 
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Email:  m.m.howard@comcast.net  

 
2008 COMMITTEE CHAIRS  

Membership:  Dan Hering      

membership@northshorefrogmen.com  

Activities: Daryl Findlay 

Tel: 978-376-6669 

Newsletter: Mary Howard 

Tel:   (781) 944-1292 

Email:  m.m.howard@comcast.net  

*Deadline for submissions*  
to the March 2009 issue  

of Air Bubbles is 

 Monday,  

February 16 

Please have all articles and 

information to the Air 

Bubbles editor by that date. 

Left: Meg, Jack and Dave 
Smith before the dive. 
 
Below middle: Dave 
Cunningham, Dave S., 
and Jack get ready for 
their dive 
 
Bottom: Dave S and Jack 
prepare to enter the 
water at Fort Sewall.  Air 
temp was 5°F!! 
 
Photos: Vinny Egizi 
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Meeting Summaries  

8-January-2009 
Meeting called to order : 8:10 PM 
Attendance:  2 Officers, 20 Members  -  
Paul S filled in for president as 
neither President Todd nor VP 
Graham could be here. 

Guests: 2 - Jesse Leslie, drysuit diver, 
works for NOAA, looking for people 
to dive with.  ð John Sobutka, prior 
NSF member. 

Secretary: Mary Howard - Minutes 
read and accepted. 

Treasurer: Dave Cunningham ð 
treasurerõs report read and accepted. 

Correspondence:   
- Maureen Cahill, daughter of Jim 
Cahill, sent a Christmas card. 

- Mary received an email from Tom 
Hirose saying he would be here for 
Sea Rovers in March  

Committees:  
- Program: per Todd Randall email:  

- 1/29 ð NOAA Special Agent Andy 
Cohen. 

- 2/28 ð Boston Scuba Show 
- 4/23 ð Stan Waterman 
- 6/4 -  June beach meeting 
- 6/5 -7 ð camping and diving with 

Annette Spaulding in Vermont.  

- Membership: Dan Hering ð four web 
hits.  One a guy from NH referred by 
Maria Maggio.  

- Air Bubbles : Mary Howard, sorry 
about error, meeting times incorrect 
in calendar, and omission, forgot to 
include ski schedule.  Deadline for 
Feb is 1/19/09.   Ray would like  to 
include more topics in AB.  

New Business:  
- Dave Cunningham has requested 
more information from Todd  RE: 
Stan Waterman presentation.  This 
needs further discussion next week 
when the President is in house.  An 
anonymous benefactor has offered to 
cover the cost ($1000). 

- Sea Rovers ð in March ð generally 
clubs and non-profits have had the 
reduced cost booths on the balcony.  
Donation of raffle prize from Bob 
Boyle has covered the cost.  Booth 
costs have gone up from ~ $210 to 

$310 this year and will require  a club 
vote to pay.  Will need to send check 
soon.  -  Hans has offered to give the 
club $50 to cover half the cost if 
someone else would match it.  Ray 
suggests that we might want to spiff 
up our booth if weõre paying more to 
show ourselves off.  Susanõs business 
(Dive the World) can donate the 
other $50.  Thank you both very 
much!! 

Dive Talk : 

- New Yearõs Day Dive: Dave, Dave, 
Meg & Jack dove at Fort Sewell.  
Water was crystal clear w/ viz >40ft.  
Water temp on surface was 34°F, 
39°F at 20 ft.  Air temp 8°F.  Meg can 
finally move all her fingers again!  
Wind chill -28F. 

- Dan Hering dove with Dan Turner 
on Saturday afternoon, White beach, 
flat calm, visibility great.  Goal was 
to hit reef between beach and island.  
Water temp 40°F, viz 50 ft+.  
Gorgeous dive.  Maybe this 
weekend?  Weather shouldnõt be 
great though. 

- Adam Hartnett ð Cruise in BVI, St 
Thomas, Peter Is., St John.  Viz 50-80, 
a little rough at times.  Problem with 
the shop (Ocean Water Adventures 
in Charlotte NC)  that booked the 
charter on the Juliette.  Some dives 
were cancelled because of an 
arrangement with the dive shop, the 
captain thought it would be okay to 
cancel dive so people could party.  
Consensus at the meeting is that 
Adam should get some money back. 

General Discussion:  
- John Sears wants to thank Steve Levy 
for opening his house for the NY 
Party. 

- Ski trip next Wednesday (1/14) is 
Stratton, next time Killington (1/21), 
Sunday River (1/28).  

- Dave C suggests we might get a 
group together to get a room at Sea 
Rovers so folks can stay in town 
Saturday night after the film show.  

- Dawn ð ran into Bruce Nyberg 
Saturday who was with John & 
Linda Lincoln ð past Froggies. 

- Mikeõs Moments: 

- Brought copies of the article about 
history of pirates promised at last 
meeting. 

Raffles:  Dollars Box: Steve Levy 
Mystery Prize: Paul Sauvageau 
Bug Bag:  ongoing DUI bag  

15-January-2009 
Meeting called to order:  8:06 PM 
Attendance:  3 Officers, 15 Members 
Guests: Walt Kozmowski, Jess Leslie 

from Gloucester works for NOAA.  
Secretary: Mary - Minutes read and 

accepted. 
Treasurer: Ray filled in for Dave 
Cunningham who couldnõt be here ð 
treasurerõs report read and accepted.  
Checks have been cut for bug bag 
prizes.  $30 paid advertising for 
Boston Scuba Show received.  Need 
to complete forms to change officers 
listed on bank account.  Motion was 
made to write a check to Sea Rovers 
for the booth, seconded.  Mike D 
suggests that we send a note with the 
check stating that we think the 
increase is unreasonable.  Paul S has 
heard a rumor that Sea Rovers Club 
is having a problem and they may 
have fewer exhibitors, and we may 
be on the main floor and have more 
foot traffic.  Motion to pay for booth 
was passed. 

Can we get the old projector from 
MWDC?  Letõs get the projector! 

Correspondence:  Graham has info on 
a dive trip to  Scapa Flow (Scotland) if 
you are interested. 

Committees:  
- Program: See activities list. 
- 4/23 ð Stan Waterman presentation.  
Suggested donation of $5 for each 
attendee; not a bad price for a 3 
hour presentation.  Will have a 
donation from a member to cover 
anything not covered by 
admissions.  We have $800 in 
donated raffle prizes.  Working with 
Dan to advertise.  Theme: evolution 
of underwater photography.  Stan 
sent advertising info to Todd.  

- 6/4 ð Beach meeting.  Firm 
commitments from US Navy 
parachute team.  FAA gave sign-off, 
will have air show.  Coast Guard 
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will come back to do more of same 
from last summer.  J-Hawk, Falcon 
will come back.  Will have 
announcer with speakers this time.  
Navy ship.  Can do this because 
they will be having exercises off NJ 
already.  $1200 worth of donated 
prizes.  Coast Guard is mandated 
because there is so much going on.  
50 footer and fast approach boat.  
Navy is advertising this as well as 
us. ð When time gets closer will 
need to discuss particulars of how 
to work this; grill, hot dogs, etc.  
Need to come up with some 
creative ideas on how to generate 
revenue.  Shall we start with a 
committee now?  Put out sign-up.  
Already have spoken with Dave 
Metrano and Manchester Chief of 
Police. 

- 6/12 -14 ð updated dates for visiting 
Annette & Patrick in 
Rockingham/Bellows Falls.  Dodie 
has offered her house for space too.  
Diving in CT River, or if necessary 
in a couple of little lakes nearby. 

- Membership: Dan Hering ð  
- 4 more hits.  Met Laurie Gallagher 
at Undersea Divers.  She and her 
husband are interested in joining 
the club, with some other people 
she knows.  Joanna, certified last 
summer.  Jesse Leslie.  A guy from 
SF who is working in Boston.    

- Dan has put advertising for  the 
Presentation on 1/29 on 
Scubaboard. 

- Jesse Leslie, certified about 1 ½ 
years ago has submitted application 
for membership.  Adamõs & Bobõs 
cousin.  Accepted as newest 
member tonight.  

- Air Bubbles : Mary Howard ð 1/19/09 
deadline.  Ray has a spreadsheet of 
topics for articles for members to 
submit for future editions of AB.   
Dan has an idea of getting stories 
from long -time members, reprint old 
photos and get members to discuss 
their adventure.  

Old Business: Dan- Vinny õs birthday 
on 1/19  

New Business:  

- Boston NAUI  Scuba show- we will  

have a booth; club members will 
need to buy tickets. 

- Sea Rovers: we are spending money 
for the booth, so weõd like to do 
something nice, not just the same old 
same old.  2 great raffle prizes: on is 
2 nightsõ accommodation and charter 
dives in Rockport.  

- Walt from BevCam was at the 
meeting early.  He is excited about 
the prospect of showing local 
wrecks.  Who here is planning to be 
videographer ?  Word is that Daryl 
said he would do it.  What we want 
to do for documentary is: preparing, 
discussing techniques, etc, then post 
dive discussion.  We are 100% 
behind the project.  In cable-access 
programming, we could distribute 
the program all across the country.  
Right now do not have anything 
specific planned, length, etc.  Need to 
meet beforehand to figure out what 
the documentary will show.  -  Bob 
Boyle said he would donate the use 
of several new video cameras for the 
project.  Don Berman is a 
perfectionist.  

Dive Talk : 

- Dan H & Dave C on Saturday at Fort 
Sewall.  37F. Went for scallops, found 
a lot on the Akona.  Dive over 1 
hour.  China he found was on ly from 
~1900.  Did not make it out on 
Sunday, weather too rough. 

- Graham ð Sunday before last.  
Gloucester Harbor out of needle 
lighthouse.  Viz was forever.   Lots of 
strange stuff.  Enter at lighthouse. 

General Discussion:  
- Dodie is offering her house for 
anyone who wants to go skiing near 
her place weekdays. 

- Skiing at Sunday River next week. 
- Bard said tide was very high on 
Sunday morning.  

- Graham: took an iceberg to the 
windshield last week ; windshield 
was smashed.  Looked like 
sledgehammer damage. 

- Mikeõs Moments: 
- Salem News: NOAA released a 
report about countries that are 
illegally fishing for bluefin tuna.  

- Annette, Patrick, Mike & Dawn met 
in Keene, to celebrate 80th birthday 
for Dave Dodge.  Beautiful evening, 
dinner in snow storm.  

Raffles:  Dollars Box: John Ferrier 
Mystery Prize: Mike Denneler  
Bug Bag:  Peter Cassidy 

22-January-2009 
Abbreviated Meeting for 
PRESENTATION 
Meeting called to order:  8:12 PM   
Attendance:  3 Officers, 24 Members 
Secretary: Minutes read and accepted. 
Treasurer:  Report read and accepted.   

Committees:  

- Program: See activities list. 
- Next week ð NOAA presentation 
with Andy Cohen.  

- There should be a planning meeting 
for program committee.  

- Membership: Dan got interest from 
someone in Salem.  Advertising 
online for next week had some good 
responses. 

- Air Bubbles : ð deadline Feb 16.  
Please sign up for topics for future 
issues.  Adam wrote his on a train 
ride to/from work.  Doesnõt have to 
be a novel!  Consider writing up 
short article about presentations. 

Correspondence:  Paul F - Undersea 
Divers thinking of doing a demo 
night.  Rep Whitie from Aqualung 
might support a demo night for the 
slingshot fins, with Slingshot 
challenge.  Maybe there will be an 
Aqualung night at Paul Leydenõs 
pool.  Maybe do something at Stage 
Fort Park with the wh ole Aqualung 
line; maybe along with our Club 
picnic.  

Old Business:   
- Stan Waterman:  Ray is wondering 
what we are doing to make it a 
success.  Todd made a large 
advertisement which is up at 
Undersea Divers.  Will flood internet, 
newspapers, should advertise at Sea 
Rovers and Boston Scuba Show.  
Plans to have laminated flyers.  Todd 
has started awesome stuff and we 
need to make sure we are behind it 
and it is a success.  Post stuff at 
colleges, Salem State, Boston College; 
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take to NEU MSC lecture etc.  Need 
a pdf file that members can print 

and distribute .  Dodie suggests 
maybe ask a hotel to give good rates, 
and then include a weekend dive.  

- Sea Rovers booth: Someone needs to 
take charge for this.  We have 
enough stuff to do the same things 
we have done in the past.  Have 
carabiners from 50th; can donate 
glasses to raffle; need to have the 
flyer for the Waterman presentation.  
Booth becomes a base to show 
ourselves off.  Letõs have enough 
time to get things together.  We have 
two DVDs from Todd to show on 
laptops.  Letõs get this going before 
time slips by.  Last year we scurried 
at the last minute.  This same can be 
used at the Boston Scuba Show. 

New Business:  
- Vinny ð Wildcat Mtn has $9 lift 
passes tomorrow. 

- How do we get peopleõs membership 
dues paid up on t ime?  In order to 
have a good buddy list by spring, 
need to have members paid up in 
time to make sure the list can be 
updated.  Dave C: planning when 
Todd gets back to have officers and 
membership meet to come up with a 
plan. 

Dive Talk :  none! 

General Disc ussion: 
- Jim & John went to Sunday River, 
Jim brought John Blaney and they 
met up with John McColley.  

- Dodie skied yesterday and the day 
before at Sunapee today and ?. 

- Mikeõs Moments: 
- Galveston TX ð a guy with a 
backhoe cleaning up last week, 
found ammo box with lots of 
treasures ð jewelry, etc.  Trying to 
find owner.  

- Gloucester: Providenza went down, 
probably because it was too full of 
clam shells.  May be a hazard to 
navigation. In 100-150 ft of water. 

- Patriot down a couple of weeks ago.  
Coast Guard: sonar was used to find 
exact location of wreck, but not to 
find out what happened.  For family 
to have pictures, need to go to 

 Washington for permission.  
- Seal on Dane Street Beach  ð 
someone tried to put a blanket on it 
to keep it warm !  Please contact 
authori ties. 

- Couple of guys dove to 60 ft to get 
the engines from the US Airways 
flight from (Ray)  

- In Australia ð found a carnivorous 
sea squid.  (Adam) 

- Tomorrow is the last Friday to see 
free IMAX movies at Museum of 
Science. (Peter Cassidy) 

Raffles:  Dollars Box: Mike Denneler  
Mystery Prize: Paul Sauvageau 
Bug Bag:  John Marren  

 

 
 

 
 

2009   
NSF 

Club 

dues 
are     

NOW       
due !  

 
 

 

Northeastern University  
Marine Science Center  
Evening Lecture Series  

 

 

February Lecture   

Polar Bear Populations, 
Climate Change, and the  
Endangered Species Act  

Dr. Hal Caswell   
Woods Hole Oceanographic Institute   

Tuesday, Febr uary 1 0, 2009, 7:00pm  

Polar bears are adapted to a life on 
sea ice in the Arctic; they rely on it 
for movement, mating, breeding, 
and as a platform for hunting. As a 

result, they are dependent on the 
seasonal pattern of sea ice and are 
threatened by reductions in sea ice 
caused by global warming. In 2008, 
the polar bear was listed as a 
threatened species under the 

Endangered Species Act. The listing 
was preceded (and f ollowed) by 

much controversy.  

Here Dr. Caswell  will discuss some of 
the results that helped to resolve the 
controversy: a study of the polar 
bear population in the southern 

Beaufort Sea, along the north coast 
of Alaska and Canada. The study 
mixes populati on biology, 
mathematical modeling, and public 
policy issues in a way that 
demonstrates, in a specific case, 
some of the general issues involved 

in protecting species at risk.   

 
 

March  Lecture  

Some like it hot, some  like it 
cold: Temperature and Life in 

the Ocean   

Dr. Luke Miller   
Northeastern University   

Tuesday, March  24 , 2009, 7:00pm  

 
Lectures free to the public.   

Light refreshments served at 6:30PM.  

Lecture begins at 7:00PM , is roughly 1 hr . 
The Marine Science Center is wheelchair 

accessible.  

430 Nahant  Road, Nahant, MA 01908  
http://www.marinescience.neu.edu/outreach  

 

http://www.marinescience.neu.edu/outreach
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Who is this handsome young man? 

 

Dive the Connecticut River  
with Pat & Annette 

June 12 - 14, 2009 

Pat & Annette have generously invited the Froggies to 

camp out on their property and dive the Connecticut 

River in Vermont.  There are many folks that will be 

renting RVôs and many tenting as well.  

This should be a great weekend of fun diving and 

some good old fashioned camping fun. If there is 

anybody wishing to join up in one of the groups 

sharing RVôs please email me so I can negotiate the 

best prices. 

I will have on hand some great raffle prizes and some 

diving skills contest prizes as well. 

Todd Randall 

 

 
NAUI  

&  

The Underwater Club of Boston 
present: 

The Boston Scuba Show 
The 58

th
 edition 

Feb. 28, 2009 (10a.m. to 3p.m.) 

Holiday Inn, Marlboro, Mass 
Jct rtes 495 and 20  FREE PARKING 

 

directed by Alan Budreau 

 

THE FILMS OF JONATHAN BIRD  
with Kerry Hurd 

 

THE ANDREA DORIA  
with Dave Clancy 

 

The Birth of Technical Diving  
with  

The South Shore Neptunes  
and  

Small Hope Bay Lodge 
by Fred Calhoun 

 

The Illustrated Evolution of Scuba Gear 
 

Paul Revere Spike Award  

to Andrew Martinez 
 

THE LADY OF THE ISLAND  
(new film by Chris and The Captain) 

 
Tickets at $15 (use the savings for gas)  

at the door or in advance by writing to 

Cecile Christensen  

2 Ocean Ave (1-H), Gloucester, MA 01930 

Show phone (with a machine)  978-525-3432 

Checks payable to: Cecile Christensen  

 

 

 

 

Welcome our  

newest Club member: 

Jesse Leslie 

Voted in on January 15 
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Review of the Liveaboard ñJulietò 
by Adam Hartnett 

Dates: 12/27/08-1/3/2009 

Destination: St Thomas USVI, St John USVI and 

various British Virgin Islands  

 My current job gives me a week off during Christmas 

and New Years. Since I wouldnôt be on call this year, I 

quickly looked for a liveaboard dive cruise. I encountered, 

through Scubaboard, a liveaboard called the Juliet, a 104ô 

sailboat which normally sails out of Miami towards dive 

excursions in the Bahamas. This year, the boat was doing a 

unique itinerary: sailing out of St Thomas USVI and 

cruising the British Virgin Islands. Knowing that these 

islands can be quite expensive, I quickly jumped at the 

chance to get on this liveaboard for the holiday week. The 

boat was already chartered by a dive shop in North 

Carolina but they still had room and using frequent flier 

miles I was able to get the flight to St Thomas for free. 

 Overall the experience was a positive one. I was able 

to dive sites in the area such as the Miss Opportunity barge 

in St Thomas, the Cow and Calf of St. John, the French 

Cap heading towards St Croix, and of course the world 

famous Wreck of the RMS Rhone off Peter Island USVI. 

Visibility wasnôt the greatest (50ô-75ô) but was good 

enough for this New England Diver. I was impressed by 

the colors of the various corals and the small tropical fish 

            
inhabiting the reefs of this area. I saw very few spots of 

dead coral as well! The boat was well suited for diving 

though doing a giant stride entry with a 6 foot drop may 

not be appealing to some. The boatôs air compressor 

system also ran without a glitch throughout the trip. 

Finally, the crew of five was excellent and knowledgeable 

ranking with the likes of the crew of my first liveaboard 

trip aboard the Kona Aggressor. 

 I did have one problem with the way the trip was run. 

The reason for this was the dive shop in North Carolina 

called Open Water Charters. The liaison for the dive shop 

was one of their instructors. Without asking the group, he 

told the captain that it was ñOKò to skip a day of diving in 

   
order to anchor in a convenient spot in Jost Van Dyke BVI 

for the New Yearsô Celebration. This was also after the 

group decided to skip a half day of diving to tour the 

ñBathsò of Virgin Gorda. Even though it is one of the top 

destinations to celebrate this holiday, this wasnôt the idea 

that the other passengers, including myself, had in mind. 

To put it bluntly, we felt a bit ñripped off.ò One passenger 

was so irate, he actually found a dive shop to get a couple 

extra dives in for the expensive cost of $120. All I know is 

one thing: this is something that Bobby Boyle, Paul Adler, 

Fran Marcoux, or any Aggressor captain would never do 

unless there was 100 percent agreement of the passengers. 

Fortunately, I took everything in stride and celebrated the 

holiday. I would definitely sail and dive on the Juliet again 

but I would either book the boat with a bunch of Froggies 

or through one of our esteemed local dive shops such as 

Undersea Divers. 

 
The link for the Juliet is www.sailjuliet.com. 


